
If My people ... will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, 
then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.            2 Chronicles 7:15 [NIV]
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The Welsh revival of 1904 is something that has 
inspired me for a very long time. I would love to 
see God moving this powerfully in the midst of our 
communities today. Where crime prevention and 
lives transformed are a daily side effect of God's 
Kingdom arriving powerfully!

   Rev S.B. Shaw reporting in January 1905 said, "The 
streets of Aberdare on Christmas Eve were almost 
entirely free from drunkenness, and on Christmas Day 
there were no prisoners at all in the cells." The very 
thought of it makes me yearn for God's love in the 
streets and homes and workplaces around me.

   Well I have to report, I am sure the embers are still 
burning in the beautiful rugged Welsh Valleys. Dyfed 
Powys CPA member Math Harris and his wife Mel are 
two of the most servant-hearted people I have ever 
encountered. They love Jesus and they love their 
community. They serve at Oasis church in Aberdare, 
where the fires of the Welsh revival were ignited in 
1904 through the selfless service of Evan Roberts, 
crying out to God for his beloved Wales.

   Math, currently on a career break to tackle addiction 
under the umbrella of 'Challenge valleys', came up 
with a grand plan to bring Gram Seed of Sowing

Seeds Ministries and myself to speak about God's 
life-changing love in Merthyr Tydfil and Aberdare! He 
had heard that I sent Gram to prison before Gram 
subsequently introduced me to Jesus. So Math 
thought that both of us sharing testimony together 
could reach more hearts.

   Math and Mel welcomed Gram and I into their home 
(pictured in their kitchen above). Then on Saturday 
morning in Merthyr, we shared testimonies of 
evangelism with a room of 55 people, in unity from 
several different churches.

   Saturday evening at Oasis Church in Aberdare was 
electric! A full house of 170 people, including around 
20 women from Hope House rehab, listened to my 
testimony of being baptised by the man who took my 
police baton! Then Gram held the room transfixed for 
over an hour before inviting people forward to give 
their lives to Jesus. The carpet in front of the altar 
was full of people with bowed heads. We prayed for 
people and there were many captives freed.

   Math keeps contacting me with more instances of 
people being saved by the stories of those who were 
there! The embers of revival are still burning in the 
valleys! Come Holy Spirit! Reignite our hearts!

Embers of Fire in the Valley - by Brian McCarthy

https://paulrussellphotography.com


2 Latest news from the Christian Police Association cpauk.net

On & Off Duty
Transforming Power of Hope - by Gregory Smith

Right now our nation, and our world, need hope. 
Eternal Wall of Answered Prayer is gathering one 
million answered prayers; the world’s largest 
database of hope stories. A Christian national 
landmark built in Coleshill, this will be a stunning 
piece of architectural art; a never-ending wall of a 
million bricks, each digitally linked to a story 
revealing how God has answered a specific prayer 
for an individual.

   Ground has been broken and construction of the 
access road will begin imminently. How can you be 
part of this exciting phase? Share your answered 
prayers! Each story takes us a step closer to opening 
day.

   As followers of Christ, the answered prayers we 
experience are gifts from God to be shared. Your 
stories are charged with the power to make hope 
visible, bringing light to a dark world. When someone 
hears a story of God stepping into a situation like the 
one they are facing, the embers of their faith are 
reignited.  

   Suddenly the impossible becomes possible; the 
God who has done it once can do it again. We want 
to raise up a nation of storytellers equipped with this 
truth, ready to see the goodness of God revealed in 
the lives of those around them.

   Check out this answered prayer video from Eternal 
Wall’s Head of Partnerships, Michelle Heritage, to see 
how one story can transform someone else’s 
situation: https://youtu.be/7jbIfD4et9Q

   Eternal Wall will bring this concept to life on a 
monumental scale, giving people and communities 
hope that Jesus is alive, hears us, and answers 
prayer today. Standing taller than Christ the 
Redeemer in Brazil, this landmark will be 
transformational for our nation.

   Visitors both to the landmark itself and the online 
database of one million answered prayers will 
encounter stories that demonstrate the full breadth of 
Christian experience; from different denominations, 
countries and points in history; from workplaces to 
family situations, displaying the infinite facets of God 
through the way He interacts with His children.

   As we draw nearer to construction, we have 
allocated bricks in Eternal Wall to each village, town, 
city and region in the UK. By sharing your answered 
prayer now, you are helping to build Eternal Wall right 
where you are.

   Share your answered prayer today by heading to 
www.eternalwall.org.uk/testimony and don’t forget 
to tell those you know of the amazing things that God 
has done in your life. Together we can brighten the 
darkness around us. Together we can make hope 
visible.

"I am a recently retired Elim Pentecostal Minister and 
married to Ann, my amazing wife. I became a 
Christian when I was 17, joined Humberside Police in 
1977 and served as a detached rural officer and later 
in the CID. I retired after 22 years, suffering from 
PTSD after heading up a number of large-scale child 
pornography investigations. This left me a total mess, 
panic attacks, depression, complete exhaustion, the 
whole nine yards. After 18 months of severe illness, a 
friend asked me to go to a Reinhard Bonke 
Evangelistic meeting in Sheffield. Reinhard prayed 
that I would be healed and set free. However I went

home disappointed, I had not had the divine encounter 
I had expected, no angelic visitation and no healing. 
Then a month to the day as I sat in my living-room it 
happened! The best way I can describe it is the light 
switch was turned on. One moment a mess the next 
moment freedom. That started a new phase in our 
lives, we joined an international evangelism team and 
spent the next 5 years doing tent crusades and church 
plants, seeing multitudes coming to faith and being 
healed. Ann and I served as full time pastors for the 
next 17 years and have just retired. We are now 
helping our daughter open a café in Hornsea."

Testimony - from retired detective Derrick Wilks
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https://youtu.be/7jbIfD4et9Q
http://www.eternalwall.org.uk/testimony
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   Lots of lovely engagement with colleagues. We are 
blessed in force to have an officer who makes cakes 
for our events. It was a really well attended event, and 
in the afternoon we had the chance to give a small 
presentation which was streamed across force.

Little things mean an awful lot".

Faith in the Workplace 
CPA Merseyside deputy branch leader, Jan 
Tuncer, reported on a very successful Staff 
Networks Day with leader Alan Landrum.

   ''Just thought you may like to hear how Staff 
Networks Day went in Merseyside on 11th May. The 
stall looked amazing, with all the CPA merchandise, 
cupcakes, a prayer jar, worship music being played 
and some lovely branded New Testament and Psalms 
from Good News for Everyone. The thermal mugs 
and trolley tokens proved very popular. We were 
pretty much cleared out by lunchtime, so there are 
now plenty of CPA items on desks and key rings 
around Merseyside.

   It was a particular privilege to give away the New 
Testaments, especially when one young guy asked 
me how to start reading it, so I was able to talk him 
through some of the Psalms and the gospels.  

   Steve is passionate about a book called 'Emotional 
Survival for Law Enforcement Officers' by Dr Kevin 
Gilmartin. The book details exactly what serving on 
the frontline can do to mental wellbeing, relationships 
and families. Dr Gilmartin introduces the concept of 
the Hypervigilance Biological Rollercoaster (HVBRC), 
where officers experience a depressed mood 
following the hypervigilance of serving on the front 
line.

   Chaplain Steve asserts that this book has helped 
many officers to gain a better understanding of how to 
counteract the effects of the HVBRC. As he was 
sharing during an online meeting, an officer testified 
that they had heard this as a young officer, which led 
them to make a commitment to their partner and they 
are now happily married with two young children. 

   CPA have invited Chaplain Steve to come and 
address the Leader's Conference this November.

Lancs Family Fun Day 
Family Fun Days seem like something that 
happened in the past for a lot of us. Good 
memories of simpler times before any of us ever 
heard of Covid. However the passion of Chaplain 
Steve Cowles at Lancashire, for officers and staff 
and their families, made an amazing event 
possible at Capernwray Bible School in May.

   Steve successfully raised £5,000 of partnership 
funding from Lancashire Constabulary, Federation, 
Unison and Sports and Social. As a result 1,087 
people came through the doors on Saturday 14th May 
to be treated to 25 activities whilst eating free cakes 
baked by 16 churches. Custody nurses checked the 
health of the visitors while 115 students and 40 
volunteers ensured everything ran smoothly.

   Steve loves the fact that the event brings people 
together, allows them quality time with their families 
and colleagues and challenges the mindset that no-
one cares. He regaled that one officer asked, ''Why 
are you doing this?'' only to be told, ''It is because the 
work you do is appreciated and we want to say thank 
you.'' As simple as that.

   31 New Testaments and Psalms were taken along 
with half a box of the Inner Struggles books, produced 
by John Phillips of Beacon Light Trust, detailing the 
testimonies of CPA officers. There are still boxes 
available at head office if needed.

http://www.kintsugihope.com
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OUR MISSION is to
 Be a National Voice for Christians in Policing.
 Encourage and support Christians in the Police

Service.
  Communicate in words and action, the truth,

message and hope of the gospel of Jesus
Christ to colleagues and the community  we
serve.

  Build bridges between the Christian community
and the Police.

OUR VISION is to see
 The CPA as a national charity which actively leads on

issues relevant to Christians in Policing.
 An active and growing branch of CPA in every Police

Service in the UK and every Christian in the Police
Service to fulfil their potential in Jesus Christ.

  Colleagues and those we serve to know Jesus Christ
personally.

  Police and Churches working together in every
community to reduce crime and improve quality of life.

CPA is registered on Amazon Smile - charity donations when you shop on 
Amazon: https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/220482-0 Please consider selecting us!

 
Please consider donating to CPA online
You can do so securely through Square here: https://square.link/u/Mg8dwO1h or scan this QR code:

And finally...
The trip to Merthyr Tydfil was such a blessing! 
Math tells me there is a history of police 
involvement there, including a South Wales 
officer remortgaging his house to help build the 
Oasis centre. Two of the trustees were police 
officers, now Math is working for Oasis church 
and we were invited along to share and be 
blessed. God can use you where you are.

   Wales has a special place in my heart. I have read 
about the Welsh revival of 1904 and the Grace 
Outpouring at Ffald y Brenin in Pembrokeshire. It 
has inspired me to think that revival could just break 
out among us if we seek God's face faithfully. I have 
a little prayer room at home with tiles that were in 
the church of St John's, Slebech, during the revival. I 
bought them years ago hoping I could catch a little of 
the flame that burned there in the last century.

   In May, Chair of Trustees Marie Reavey and I 
represented CPA at the Elim Conference in 
Harrogate. We were extremely blessed by the number 
of connections God prepared for us. Not least by 
retired detective Derrick Wilks who has rejoined CPA. 
You can read about his servant hearted life in his 
inspirational testimony on page 2. His daughter is 
opening a cafe in Hornsea on the Queens's Jubilee - 
all are welcome.




