On & Off Duty &2

ISSUE 1093 JULY 2022

ACC Michelle Shooter, Branch Leader Rob Smith
and Chaplain Ami Lindo welcomed CPA to the
picturesque Hayes Christian Conference Centre in
Derbyshire on Friday 17th June to celebrate the
CPA 2022 National Conference, entitled "All.
Together. Better.'

Conference opened with a CPA Trustees meeting,
followed by a CPA Council meeting, where Branch
Leaders were appraised of plans and recent changes
in Branch Leadership. Greater Manchester Police
CPA were welcomed back into the fold, and Coralie
Bailey was applauded in as the Branch Leader. Eileen
Mullins was welcomed as Essex Branch Leader and
Georgina Dahl as Branch Leader for Wiltshire CPA.

This was followed by an evening of praise and
worship, before we enjoyed fellowship around firepits
with marshmallows in the lovely gardens at Hayes.

Saturday morning was opened by author Rodney
Green, with a stunning study of the first chapter of the
book of Revelations. Then we heard from Rachel
Lindley of Five Talents, who described empowering
people with education in literacy and numeracy; who
have then gone on to transform their communities in
some of the most challenging places in the world.
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Next chaplains Ami Lindo and Bob Atkins delivered
a seminar on Chaplaincy before an abridged Annual
Report was presented at the CPA AGM to applause.
This season's goal of Supporting, Encouraging and
Empowering the CPA membership has been warmly
received.

Saturday evening saw Gram Seed deliver a
powerful message on redemption with anointed
Worship provided by 'One Church' from Leicester.

Sunday morning communion service was led by
Chaplain David Lindo's team. Certificates of thanks
from CPA President, Pam Kelly QPM, were given to
the unsung heroes of the pandemic; the children of
the officers and staff - to recognise the sacrifices that
were made, as their parents held the frontline.
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A Great Door for Effective Work Has Opened to Me

Rev/Pastor John W Butcher BEM (West Midlands Police CPA Lead and Lead Police Chaplain WMP).

Fosas

Paul the Apostle on two occasions said that doors
had been opened to him to share God’s love. “A
great door for effective work has opened to me (1
Corinthians 16:9) and “l found that the Lord had
opened a door for me” (2 Corinthians 2:12). We
need to realise that likewise God is opening doors
for us through our work with both the CPA and
Police Chaplaincy to be ‘salt’ and ‘light’ in the
communities where we live and work.

For a number of years effective doors have
continued to be opened for Christians in the Police
Service to engage and help people through a plethora
of opportunities that have included Police Chaplaincy
and our great work through CPA.

The door opened for me to get involved in CPA and
the Police Chaplaincy in 1992 in Hackney, East
London when | was invited to a Clergy/Police meeting
to discuss and tackle together some of the problems
in the Hackney area. At that meeting one of the
Superintendents arranged for me to visit the local
Police Station and suggested a late evening/early
morning tour around the streets of Hackney in one of
the patrol cars. | must admit that | probably learnt
more about Hackney and its problems on that patrol,
than | had done in all the months | had previously
lived there and worked as a church Pastor. In both
the patrol car, and in the canteen later on in their
break, | was able in some small way able to
understand some of the stresses involved in modern
day policing.

From that one visit | was invited to take on the
voluntary chaplain’s role for the Hackney Borough
Police and was invited to speak at one of our CPA
Meetings in Central London. The links were
invaluable and as | learnt later it was the Police
Officers themselves in Hackney that suggested to the
Chief Superintendent that | become their Chaplain!
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When we moved to Birmingham to take on the
pastorate at Hockley Pentecostal Church (now Life
Community Church) in 2002, | was invited to continue
my voluntary Police Chaplains role. | continued doing
that in a voluntary capacity until | was invited to take
on the role of Force Lead Chaplain on a part-time
basis in 2008 and became more involved with our
CPA Branch.

Recognising that one person with a few helpers,
cannot adequately cover the welfare of over 10,000
people, | got about developing a Chaplaincy/Faith
Advisor team. Now in 2022 it has grown to a team of
120 voluntary Chaplains and 20 Faith Advisors
covering all the areas and departments of the West
Midlands Police. And we are now in preparation for
the Commonwealth Games here in the West
Midlands from 27th July to 8th August 2022.

In 2014 we were awarded by West Midlands Police
the ‘Diamond Award’ for the team of the year. And |
came in the top four for the National Excellence in
Diversity Awards 2015 and received the ‘Certificate
of Excellence for Life time achievement’. In 2019 |
was awarded in the Queen’s Birthday Honours with
the BEM (British Empire Medal) and went to
Buckingham Palace and enjoyed the Queen’s
Garden Party on 11th May 2022. Whilst we don’t do
our ministries for awards, it is an honour to receive
recognition for our work and | give God the glory.

It has been a delight to work with all my colleagues
at CPA Nationally, Regionally and locally. Here at
West Midlands Police it has been really encouraging
to see our CPA branch grow and a number of our
voluntary chaplains join CPA with some becoming
part of our Executive team here at WMP. As the CPA
lead here at WMP for a number of years, and now
preparing to retire from my Police work here in
August after the Commonwealth Games, | can truly
say THANKS GOD FOR THE GREAT DOOR FOR
EFFECTIVE WORK THAT WAS OPENED TO ME!
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BOOk ReVieW by Heather Flanigan

Perhaps you work in the area of Policing or
maybe you are passionate about seeing a fair and
just society. But what really is justice?

“Embracing Justice” by Isabelle Hamley pursues the
definition and embodiment of the idea of Justice
throughout the Bible, from Genesis to the
Resurrection. The author is a former Probation Officer
and frequently draws on her experience of trying to
rehabilitate and integrate offenders. She has
experienced what society calls ‘Justice’ and is also
deeply motivated by the idea of Heavenly Justice.

What is Justice? As a concept it may be a common
goal throughout the world, but how we personally
define it will be rooted in our own experience.
Hamley writes, “It is shaped by the cultures and
philosophies that shape our lives, our politics and our
belonging in time and place. We cannot stand outside
all of these influences; what we can do however is
examine them; lay our lives and stories alongside the
story of God and his people in Scripture, and seek to
listen to the questions that Scripture asks of our lives,
and that our lives ask of Scripture.”

The book explores justice through the lens of
peoples’ stories. Both individually and collectively as
a Christian community, or as a nation seeking God.
The premise is that ‘Justice’ is not self-seeking
pursuit of fairness, but we should be more concerned
with how we practice justice towards others, than how
fair other people are towards us.

An Old Testament Vision of Justice

We first encounter justice in the early chapters of
Genesis when God creates human beings in his own
image. Imagine the impact that we as police officers
could have if we treated every single person we met,
however objectionable, unpleasant, strange,
uncomfortable or different, as being made in the
image of our Saviour. Just imagine! | know | have
frequently failed to see people as God sees them.

The idea of injustice to the point of oppression is
examined in detail in the context of the enslavement
of the Hebrew people in Egypt. The power of one
person standing up for justice is beautifully illustrated
as Pharaoh’s own daughter defies him to rescue the
baby Moses and raise him as her own. She could
never have known the plans that God had for this tiny
baby, yet it started with a rebellious act of
compassion. Her act of mercy paved the way for the
eventual liberation of an entire nation. The idea of
compassion and justice are strongly bound together;

Latest news from the Christian Police Association

“Compassion and
empire are mutually
exclusive. (...)
compassion is a
motivator for justice,
because it seeks the
good of the other, to
build conditions of living
that enable the
flourishing of all. The
uniting of compassion
and justice is what
enables justice to
address the whole
person, their dignity and
worth.”

The Archbishop
of Canterbury’s
Lent Book 2022

Embracing

Justice

Isabelle Hamley

The Law - A fresh perspective

The book looks at not just WHAT the law is but
WHY it exists and what it is trying to achieve. “Laws
do not create justice; they merely make it possible.
Laws point to a deeper vision of what life could be, but
they do not inherently have the power to create that
vision. They simply give a framework within which it is
possible to pursue justice and enable human
flourishing.” The author points out that a vision of
Godly justice was written directly into the law codes of
Scripture, for example; “You shall not oppress a
resident alien, you know the heart of an alien; for you
were aliens in the land of Egypt.” (Exodus 23 v 9)
Again, just imagine if our own lawmakers wrote a
vison of compassion into legislation such as the Theft
Act. It would make perfect sense and would more
accurately reflect the pain and trauma caused by
criminal behaviour.

Justice in the shape of a cross

Hamley highlights how revolutionary Jesus was in
his embodiment of justice. “Jesus’ willingness to eat
with outcasts, to feast with ‘sinners’, to heal across
ethnic lines, to talk with women directly, challenged
the identity of those around him.” He told simple
parables to communicate with his audience and to set
out his vision of counter-cultural justice. Even after his
resurrection, Jesus turned the tables on expected
social norms by appearing to the women first of all.
The challenge for us is how we apply justice to the
world we live in.

Micah 6 v 8 is a question for us all;

"He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what
does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to
love mercy and to walk humbly with your God".
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An d fi n al Iy_ . with regular support through paid Regional Co-

ordinators. This will require finance. CPA run entirely
My first National Conference as Exec Director on generous donations from 15% of the Membership.
went very well indeed. The content was varied
and excellent plus the feedback has been
glowing. To God be the glory for provision of an |
amazing team and answered prayer. What is
clear is that people are going back recharged.

CPA have not made a request for giving for over 6
years. However, it is now time to speak up, if we
wish to grow and provide the most excellent support
possible. If you do not already donate to CPA, we
need 3 or 4 members from each Branch to give £10
a month to enable us to reach our target of £20k. Any
new monthly donation of £10 or more will receive two
CPA 'blue-light' thermal mugs. One for you and one
for a colleague or a loved one. So just by replacing a
retail drink with a cuppa once a week, you can be
salt and light to colleagues everywhere, and
advertise the reason for your hope, which is Christ!

| am aware that demands on serving officers and
staff are higher than ever. It is a frightening statistic
that officers are twice as likely to take their own lives
than be killed in the line of duty. CPA wish to tackle
this epidemic of stress through education. To
Support, Encourage and Empower our membership
to grow and bless where God has placed them.

CPA Trustees have immediately provided Branch CPA membership is like a kite. It only benefits if
Leaders with Right Now Media licences for the next you use it. If you keep it in the cupboard - what good
year, giving access to superb Christian leadership does it do? Let's commit to invest in ourselves and
and wellbeing resources. We wish to augment this our colleagues. Click below and let's fly!!

Please consider donatlng to CPA online
You can do so securely through Square here: https://square.link/u/Mg8dwO1h or scan this QR code:

CPA is registered on Amazon Smile - charity donations when you shop on
Amazon: https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/220482-0 Please consider selecting us! amazon,co,uk

OUR MISSION is to OUR VISION is to see

= Be a National Voice for Christians in Policing. = The CPA as a national charity which actively leads on
» Encourage and support Christians in the Police issues relevant to Christians in Policing.
Service. An active and growing branch of CPA in every Police

Communicate in words and action, the truth, Service in the UK and every Christian in the Police

Christ to colleagues and the community we Colleagues and those we serve to know Jesus Christ
serve. personally.

Build bridges between the Christian community Police and Churches working together in every

and the Police. community to reduce crime and improve quality of life.

President Chief Constable Pam Kelly QPM Chair of Council Inspector Marie Reavey
Editorial Team Brian McCarthy (Executive Director) and Tony Gale (Executive Support Manager)
Administrator Lindsey

ON & OFF DUTY is a magazine produced by CPA since its foundation in 1883. We also produce a monthly Prayer Diary intended to inform those
who wish to support us in prayer. Please forward any potential articles to office@CPAuk.net by the 20th of each month.

NB. All articles published will also be available for unrestricted viewing via the Internet. The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily
those of the CPA Council.
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