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Cedarwood festival was held over the weekend of 
15-17th July in a lovely, wooded area on the 
outskirts of the historic city of Durham.

   This is the first Christian Festival in recent years in 
the North East and has certainly put the area on the 
map. Next year’s festival is already scheduled and 
promises to be even more vibrant. I am really pleased 
that CPA has been involved from the very start.

   The festival was opened on Friday evening by the 
Bishop of Durham, Paul Butler who shared a powerful 
testimony on his journey of faith. Over seven hundred 
attended the event to hear anointed preaching from 
many prominent Christian figures. The festival was 
further lifted by fantastic worship and praise provided 
by groups from across the UK.

   Many stayed in tents on a lovely green field while 
others attended as day visitors. The weather was kind 
to us, thankfully not reaching the temperature that 
other parts of the country were experiencing.

   CPA was well represented with two stands in 
different areas. Judith and I, ran the National display 
stand while Northumbria Branch Leader, Chief Insp 
Rich Gentry and his team staffed the other.

   We were all encouraged by the various types of 
inquiries that we received, which added to the 
valuable networking that took place. 

   On Sunday morning Rich and Amelia were 
entertaining the young children with a demonstration 
of police issue pepper sprays - armed with water. 
Amelia had her morning shower thanks to the kids!

   Following several altar calls during the event, 14 
people were baptised on Sunday afternoon (see 
aerial picture above). Even one of the staff on the 
catering van, who came forward after hearing the 
singing and the Word of God being preached. We 
gave her a Good News for Everyone CPA badged 
New Testament and Psalms, which she read. I was 
able to share my journey of faith with her and prayed 
with her on the Saturday morning at the van with 
others who were waiting to be served. The food was 
certainly blessed!

  Organiser David Stretton-Downes said, ''A huge 
thank you goes to all of our partner churches and the 
Cedarwood worship network who have ministered 
with us through this epic 72 hour event! The best is 
yet to come! Please add 14th to 16th July next year to 
your diaries. See you in North Yorkshire in 2023'.

Cedarwood Festival 'Something New' - by Mike Quinnell

https://paulrussellphotography.com
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Parliamentary Prayer Breakfast - by Mandy Godfree

Westminster Hall has a 900 year history of trade 
stalls, Coronation banquets including James II; 
and famous trials including those of Charles I and 
Guy Fawkes. It is the only part of Parliament to 
have survived the 1834 fire which destroyed the 
rest of the Parliamentary Estate, and on the 5th 
July 2022 it added a new event to it’s history, The 
National Parliamentary Prayer Breakfast.

   This year‘s theme being ‘Serving the Common 
Good’, it was chaired by South West Bedfordshire 
MP Andrew Selous. Keynote speaker Rev Les Isaacs 
OBE (founder of Street Pastors and Ascension Trust) 
encouraged us to serve God in our communities out 
of a desire to be like Jesus, leading with 
responsibility, compassion and serving selflessly.  
There was a call to be Christlike in our approach to 
our neighbour.

   There are few places that appear more divided than 
the two chambers of the Houses of Parliament. Life 
changing decisions are made on behalf of millions 
and those of us working in Public Services often feel 
the ramifications of those decisions more than most.

   This is precisely why the National Parliamentary 
Prayer Breakfast is such a remarkable event. It 
brings together Parliamentarians from both Houses, 
from all parties and from all four Nations of the UK as 
well as Christian Leaders from all denominations, 
including Churches, Charities and Organisations. All 
together in Unity, in one place, at one time and of one 
accord. The whole concept on the NPPB reminds me 
very much of Act 2 where God’s people met together 
with only one focus, that of worshipping God, and we 
all know what happened at Pentecost.  

   It’s always an honour to represent CPA UK and to 
raise awareness of what Jesus is doing through 
Christians in the Police across our Nation; to talk 
about the positive effect our faith has in our every 
day work as we ‘Serve the Common Good’. The 
sense of hope and our desire to enfranchise those 
who might not otherwise have a voice, as well as 
being the ‘iron that sharpens iron‘ alongside our 
Christian Colleagues. Attending the NPPB was also 
an opportunity to link in with like minded Christian 
Leaders and discuss joint working or common ground 
which might ‘serve the common good.’ 

   The presence of God could be felt across the 700 
strong congregation during the worship led by Andy 
Flanagan, founder of Christians in Politics. This was 
followed by seminars full of information about how we 
can represent God well in our every day lives. The 
day was full of opportunities and thankfulness to God.  
I am extremely grateful to my local MP Andrew 
Selous for securing a place for me to represent CPA 
and to our Executive Director Brian McCarthy for 
encouraging me to attend. My prayer is that God will 
use the opportunity for His good and for His Kingdom 
to come within CPA and the lives of the people I met 
during the event.

In this season of Support, Encouragement and 
Empowerment of the CPA membership, at the 
recent CPA Council Meeting, the Trustees agreed 
to provide Right Now Media licences to all of the 
CPA Branch Leadership. Thanks to a generous 
bequest from Vice President Jim Green, Jim's 
legacy of encouragement will continue to be 
celebrated annually, as Trustees also agreed to a 
scholarship of five annual subscriptions to the 
Global Leadership Network. GLN boast a network 
of world class leaders providing cutting edge 
leadership advice and support.

   Many of the GLN team feature in the Right Now 
Media resources, available to your branch. Met 
Branch Leader Graham Norman commented, 'Just 
some feedback – really good. I’ve downloaded the 
Right Now Media app on my phone and am regularly 
listening to the articles on there. Many of them are 
broken down into 5 minute chunks so you can watch 
a section when you have a few minutes to spare. I’ve 
been looking at the leadership videos and it’s nice 
that many of them are made by Christians but also 
aimed at secular leadership, this is something I’ve 
struggled to find elsewhere. So really appreciated!

Right Now Media and Leadership - Brian McCarthy

tonyx
Cross-Out

https://youtu.be/7jbIfD4et9Q
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   The ceremony was an opportunity to pray for all of 
our colleagues in emergency service roles – whether 
that’s NHS staff, firefighters, paramedics, police 
officers or staff.

   In Lancashire, Paul Pountain reported, 'It was great 
to have two churches in Lancashire, Garstang Free 
Methodist Church and St Johns C of E Church, 
Baxenden, praying for Lancashire Constabulary, our 
Chief Officer team, for our victims of crime, for our 
communities, among many other themes. There was 
also the opportunity to join together with our 
colleagues around the world in the Zoom ‘Hour of 
Prayer’ at both 1200 hours and 1900 hours on this 
special day in the calendar of the CPA network. Thank 
you to all of you who took part.

   There were many other events around the country, 
and as Paul says we joined an international group of 
emergency service workers, CPA members and 
friends online on two occasions during the day. With 
four continents represented, we sent a wave of 
thousands of prayers around the world for all of our 
colleagues on the frontline. Thank you for your voices.

See our wesbite www.cpauk.net/events for details.

CPA Hertfordshire Branch Leader, Gary 
Bentley, reported on a very successful 
International Day of Prayer for Emergency 
Services event at Hert's HQ Memorial Garden on 
Thursday 30th June 2022 (see photo below).

   Chief Constable Charlie Hall joined officers, police 
staff and the Constabulary’s Chaplains for a small 
ceremony in our HQ memorial garden to mark the 
International Day of Prayer for the Emergency 
Services. They took the time to reflect and remember 
colleagues we have lost over the years, to pray for all 
those in front line roles and for all the people they 
have helped.

PCDA students and new staff have taken up this 
offer. We also have Bibles for the custody suites. In 
addition, there has been ongoing and wonderful work 
in partnership with (RoC) Redeeming Our 
Communities, and the successes of the Taunton, 
Weston-super-Mare and more recently Bristol East 
RoC chats. We have some exciting future plans.

   Gavin, Abi, Sarah and others, all expounded the 
blessing of Friday prayer group facilitated through 
MS Teams. The beauty of this platform is that the 
chat is continuous and allows remote engagement.

Branch Leader Gavin Jennings recapped a 
successful day at Avon & Somerset Police HQ, 
saying, “We had the joy of fellowship; compered 
by Rob Hendra (former Deputy Branch Leader), 
and wonderful worship lead by our delightful 
Deputy Branch Leaders Sarah Wood and Abi 
Jennison.

   Rob praised our Lord for bringing us together and 
spoke of how far we as a branch have come, and 
how excited he is for our future path with Christ. We 
welcomed ACC John Reilly, Allan Spencer (recently 
retired Assistant Director of CPA), Mike and Celia 
Jenkinson (Retired Members); Alistair Hammett 
representing Gloucestershire Police, and Georgina 
Dahl representing Wilshire Police. CPA Executive 
Director Brian McCarthy joined us online.

   Gavin explained how the Branch is promoting 
partnership work within the force, working with fellow 
support networks to enable their staff to come to work 
as their whole selves. “We have given away 
numerous Bibles gifted to us by Good News for 
Everyone, all with the force crest on them. Many

International Day of Prayer for Emergency Services

Avon & Somerset Regional Collaboration Day
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Registered Charity: 220482 (E&W) SCO43784 (Scotland) CHRISTIAN POLICE ASSOCIATION

OUR MISSION is to
 Be a National Voice for Christians in Policing.
 Encourage and support Christians in the Police

Service.
  Communicate in words and action, the truth,

message and hope of the gospel of Jesus
Christ to colleagues and the community  we
serve.

  Build bridges between the Christian community
and the Police.

OUR VISION is to see
 The CPA as a national charity which actively leads on

issues relevant to Christians in Policing.
 An active and growing branch of CPA in every Police

Service in the UK and every Christian in the Police
Service to fulfil their potential in Jesus Christ.

  Colleagues and those we serve to know Jesus Christ
personally.

  Police and Churches working together in every
community to reduce crime and improve quality of life.

CPA is registered on Amazon Smile - charity donations when you shop on 
Amazon: https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/220482-0 Please consider selecting us!

 
Please consider donating to CPA online
You can do so securely through Square here: https://square.link/u/Mg8dwO1h or scan this QR code:

And finally...
It hasn't escaped my notice that this month's 
issue is filled with news of great partnerships. In 
fact, it is almost like a marriage of different parts 
of the body of Christ, with something old, 
something new, something borrowed and 
something blue. The old being Parliament, the 
new being Cedarwood Festival, the borrowed 
being the contribution of so many to the 
International Day of Prayer and the blue being the 
report from Lancs, Herts and Avon & Somerset. 

   Events following the prayer breakfast have rocked 
the nation. Astonishingly, the prayer breakfast and 
the preaching of Rev Les Isaacs were referenced by 
former Secretary of State, Sajid Javid, in his 
resignation speech at the head of a historical 
landslide of ministerial resignations. Please 
prayerfully petition heaven for our leaders, as we 
await the election of the new Prime Minister.

   Our valued partners Good News for Everyone 
blessed the A&S day, providing CC Sarah Crew and 
valued CPA volunteer Pauline Pickford with inscribed 
bibles. In the photo above you can see Kent CPA 
Branch Leader Rob Smith receiving 500 badged 
testaments from Peter Turner of GNFE. All reminders 
that you are part of a blessed family!




