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“Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and

many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow is the road that leads to life...

And only a few find the Narrow Path - Brian McCarthy

It is terrifying to think that we could entirely miss
the point of being here. If only a few find the
narrow path and the gate to life, then who is safe?

How can we be sure that we are on the right path,
and how will we recognise the gate?

We know that even some people who, in their lives,
have called out "Lord, Lord!" and cast out demons in
Jesus' name, will be refused entry. Still, please let me
share some testimony that helps me to have hope
beyond reason that you can be one of the few.

One night around 1980 my sister was wakened
from her sleep by her common-law husband
whimpering and crying in his sleep. She gently shook
him and he tearfully explained that he had just had a
dream that his dad had died. In the dream,
undertakers had placed his dad in the back of a
horse-drawn hearse that was trying to get through a
narrow gate. They were measuring the gate and they
couldn't see how the hearse could fit. Then the
hearse just drove straight through. When they got up,
his aunt told them his dad had passed away in the
night.

Sadly their relationship was chaotic and violent.
After 9 years of an abusive relationship my sister was
rescued by the women's refuge. Following this my
brother in law was arrested and ended up in a secure
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institution for a number of years.

Fast forward to the mid 2010s and my nephew
asked if | would come and visit his dad who was
terminally ill in hospital. We drove up to Glasgow
Royal Infirmary and sat in a private room with him. |
asked, "Do you remember the dream of your dad
going through the narrow gate the night he died?" He
said "Yes." | said, "l think | know what your dream
meant. Your dad was a friend of God, but to look at
his life, no-one could tell. | believe your dad is in
Heaven. Would you like to go to Heaven and see him
again?" He said "Yes | would." Right there, he
repented and asked Jesus to be his Saviour. | know
theologically some might think that wasn't enough.
But | believe, just like the criminal who was on the
cross next to Jesus, God had an appointment for him
that day. No baptism, no Alpha course, just belief and
a personal relationship. Days later he passed on.

Even in the most difficult of circumstances, God will
continue knocking on the door of every life to start
that relationship. If you are reading this and
wondering if you are too far gone, the answer is not
until you stop breathing. In John 10:9 (AMP) Jesus
says, "I Am the door, anyone who enters through Me
will be saved [and will live forever]." If you're
wondering, why not ask Jesus to put you on the
narrow path and take a step.
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Heavens Declare Glory of God! - Tony Thomas

The heavens declare the glory of God, and the
sky above proclaims his handiwork. Psalm 19:1.

The Bible opens with the words: In the beginning,
God created the heavens and the earth. What
comprises ‘heaven' and 'the heavens' is a much
larger study, but for the sake of this message the
heavens are the entire universe beyond the earth.

When King David wrote these words he had only
the starry sky that he could see with his naked eye,
but he recognised the glory of God’s handiwork in the
universe beyond the earth. He saw God’s glory in the
pin pricks of light that we now know are planets, stars
and galaxies. Today the advances in science reveal,
and continue to reveal, the majesty of God'’s creation.
We now have the ability to see increasingly further
distances into space and also in the opposite
direction, we can now see in much more finite detail,
God'’s glory in the microscopic world. In the news in
April a headline to the effect, "The Webb telescope is
regularly picking up galaxies that 'shouldn't’ exist."”
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Our great creator God communicates with us in His
word and by His creation. Paul tells us that God has
made His existence known in everything around us.
In the first chapter of Romans he tells us that what
can be known about God is plain, because God has
shown it. His invisible attributes, namely, his eternal
power and divine nature, have been clearly
perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the
things that have been made .

Non-believing scientists have to perform mental
gymnastics to suggest that science gives evidence to
deny God, when the truth is that the more that we
know about the size of the universe and the
complexities of living organisms, the more evidence
there is to be in awesome amazement about every
aspect of the heavens and the earth that He created.

In revealing to us that He created this vast and
complex universe, and our acknowledgement that He
created things that are so vast or so eternal that we
cannot fully understand them, also increases our
amazement. That this creator God, can know us
individually, and loves us personally, so much so that
He became a man in order that He could die to save
us, should fill us with awe and confidence. But if we
are in doubt, be like David and look to the starry sky,
and get a glimpse of His glory in His handiwork.

Suggested prayer: Father | know that you do not
abandon me even in times of trouble. In fact | know
that what is unpleasant at the time will be looked
back upon for the benefits | gained from it. Please
help me to keep my eyes fixed on the goal, to be
worthy of the love you pour out on me and the
eternity that you promise to all who believe in your
Son. Amen
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An Easter Gift for Merseyside - Jan Tuncer

Belated Easter greetings to you. He is Risen!
Thought you might be interested to hear how
things went for us in Merseyside.

Our newly-formed interim Committee and | agreed
that with limited resource and time to arrange
activities, we wanted to achieve one fellowship event
and one outreach. The fellowship event was simply to
arrange a date and time at our HQ canteen for any
member to turn up and have lunch together. We had
6 people sit and chat/eat for over an hour, and
another 3 who popped by. That’s actually not bad
numbers for us, for one location and a first attempt.
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The main thing was that everyone really loved it.
The conversation flowed without any agenda, and
included Christian music and music festivals, different
styles and traditions of worship, canoeing, camping,
police heritage and Easter plans. We will definitely do
this again, maybe on a quarterly or monthly basis.

Our outreach event involved 10 boxes of Creme
Eggs each with an Easter card, a Scripture and CPA
logo. The eggs were snaffled in minutes at HQ, and
there was a lot of smiling and slight confusion at
simply getting a gift with no strings attached. Which
seems very apt in relation to Christ's gift to us.
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Make Way for the King - Some Coronation Thoughts

Romans 13:1 NLT - Everyone must submit to
governing authorities. For all authority comes
from God, and those in positions of authority
have been placed there by God.

On 6th May 2023, our new 'Boss' as Crown
Servants, His Majesty the King Charles Il will be
officially crowned with the St Edward's crown
(pictured above) at Westminster Abbey.

This historic event will be the jewel in the crown of
Operation 'Golden Orb', where our policing
colleagues will be operating in the global spotlight;
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under the gaze of billions of people across the globe.
An operation compounded by a number of
controversial issues affecting our police service, our
monarchy, our government and the capital city.

Please hold in your prayers London Met and City of
London Police, plus the scores of officers and staff on
mutual aid, who deal with incredible strains to protect
the safety of the public; services notably praised by
Baroness Casey. Pray for our Royal Family whilst we
celebrate the coronation of our Monarch.

Pray for our government as they deal with matters
of ecology and sustainability, matters close to the
heart of King Charles lll. Please pray for London; for
her communities and services, and for a peaceful and
successful celebration from the first step to the final
note of the concert on Sunday. Scripture challenges:

"l urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers,
intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people
— for kings and all those in authority, that we may
live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and
holiness.” 1 Timothy 2:1-2 NIV. God save the King!
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An International Visit - T/Inspector Alex Kufner

Last month CPA UK received a visitor from the
Black Forest. German Police Insp Alex Kufner.

Alex was welcomed by CPA representatives as he
visited around the UK. He proved he knows nearly as
many one-liners as Tim Vine, and claims he is one of
the few people in Germany who understands knock-
knock jokes! We had a ball and took a few photos,
which we hope will make you smile.

From top-left. First stop was New Scotland Yard for
breakfast and a bible study with Met CPA Deputy
Branch Leader Ugo Isiodu. Followed by a warm
welcome to Northern Ireland, and a visit to the
Carrick-a-Rede rope bridge on the beautiful North
East coast. Then church in Inverness, lunch in
Glasgow with Regional Co-ordinator Jim McDonald
and North Yorks outgoing Deputy Branch Leader,
Maurycy Paskiewicz.

Next stop Barter Books in Alnwick, with
Northumbria Chaplains Neil and Fiona Collin.
Followed by a trip to Teesside for a walk by the River
Tees and some fast food with the CPA Exec
Director. Closely followed by breakfast in Yarm, ice-
cream and coffee in Redcar, a walk in Saltburn-by-
the-Sea; and of course, no trip to Yorkshire is

Latest news from the Christian Police Association

complete without fish and chips in Wh|tby

Alex sang some beautiful hymns in his native
tongue under a stunning sunset as he descended the
199 steps from Whitby Abbey. Then finished his trip
to the UK, with a week in Totnes in Devon.

We thought it would be fun to show some of the
possibilities that exist right within your grasp. CPA
are a big family and fellowship can be great, without
costing the Earth. Alex repaid the hospitality he
received in jokes, song, DIY assistance,
conversation and prayer. A fair swap in our book.
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= retina is made by light rays bouncing off those atoms
An d fl na I Iy. nm that are then translated into nerve impulses which

your brain decodes as a physical table!

| saw a video on YouTube of an athiest sternly
challenging Christians to be passionately and
unashamedly evangelistic to alert people to the
truth, if we truly believe in the narrow path to life.

The truth and only sensible conclusion is that all of
creation is fearfully and wonderfully made. If

something as simple as a table couldn't possibly
happen by accident, how could life occur by chance?
The table is set for us to ask God Himself. "Come
now, and let us reason together,” Says the Lord -
Isaiah 1:18 NKJV

As Tony Thomas pointed out, God leaves us no
option but to know He is there. With that in mind, |
realised something recently as | was sharing my faith
with a friend. If you look at any table anywhere, you
can immediately tell two things about it: 1. It was
made by someone, and 2. It was put there by
someone.

Then | was delighted to hear CS Lewis use a table
as an example in his book 'Mere Christianity'. He
makes the point that you can take something as
simple as a table, and if you allow a scientist to
explain what makes it visible, they will explain that
the table is actually made of tiny atoms all whizzing
around at the speed of light. The image on your
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Please consider donating to CPA online

You can do so securely through Square here: https://square.link/u/Mg8dwO1h
or scan this QR code:

OUR MISSION is to OUR VISION is to see

= Be a National Voice for Christians in Policing. = The CPA as a national charity which actively leads on
= Encourage and support Christians in the Police issues relevant to Christians in Policing.
Service. An active and growing branch of CPA in every Police
Communicate in words and action, the truth, Service in the UK and every Christian in the Police
Christ to colleagues and the community we Colleagues and those we serve to know Jesus Christ
serve. personally.

Build bridges between the Christian community Police and Churches working together in every
and the Police. community to reduce crime and improve quality of life.
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Editorial Team Brian McCarthy (Executive Director) and Tony Gale (Executive Support Manager)
Administrator Lindsey
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