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“Peace | leave with you, My peace | give to you; not as the world gives do | give to you. Let not your

heart be troubled. Neither let it be afraid.”

Jesus and Christianity are completely counter-
cultural. When Simon Peter and the other seasoned
fishermen were terrified in the boat crossing Lake
Galilee, Jesus was completely at rest. He even
remonstrated with them for their lack of faith when
they woke Him up! When all around us is turmoil,
how can we have peace in the midst of the storm?

Do you think it is possible that Jesus would use
storms to build your strength and deepen your faith?
To get you on the path that He designed for you before
you were born? To refine you as a person? Are you in
a storm and wondering? Well let's look a little closer.

In this first storm, the disciples were using worldly
wisdom. They were superstitious about going to the
Gentile side of the lake and the storm was stoking their
fears that the trip was cursed. We now know, Jesus
planned the trip and was heading for an appointment
with the demoniac at the Gadarenes just after feeding
5,000 plus. He was leaving the fed and tended flock for
the one lost sheep. To learn and grow, they had to
pass through a storm. Physically and culturally.

It is of note, that at this point when Jesus went
anywhere on the Jewish side of the lake, He was met
by multitudes. On the Gentile side He was met by
one desperate person, then asked to leave! While
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Israel was awaiting The Messiah, the world didn't
want to know. They didn't want any change. Much
like the world around us today. But Jesus used
another storm, the loss of a herd, a lifetime of work and
investment, plus one life healed to get their attention.

One more thing to note. On the Jewish side of the
lake Jesus would heal people and ask them to tell no-
one. Here He asked the newly healed demoniac to stay
where he was planted and tell everyone. Everyone on
this side of the lake knew how dangerous he was.
The change was unmistakable. A bit like Niki Coulson,
who you will meet on page 2, this man spoke the
language of the people where he lived and Jesus
commissioned him to tell of the Truth and the Light.

| would like to challenge you, that maybe the storm in
your life, and in the lives around us are perhaps the
training ground, the refiner's fire, the author's device to
build us an unmistakable testimony to take to those in
our workplace and neighbourhoods. If we have faith.

| note that the next time Jesus went to that side of the
lake He was met by 4,000 people whom He fed. The
storm isn't just about you. It is also about the gifts you
will gain coming through the storm. God's closeness
and His Shalom in the midst, and in the people who will
come to know Him through your testimony.
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After being abandoned at the age of 3 by his mum,
my husband Niki’s life spiralled out of control.
Battling feelings of rejection and abandonment, he
was adopted into a family in South Bank in
Middlesbrough; one of the most deprived areas in
the UK. Life was hard and for many years he
struggled in every area of his life; which sadly led
to a 20-year cycle of drugs and criminality.

In 2013 | became a born-again Christian, and | began
praying for Niki to come to know Jesus and allow God
to do a deep work in him. This finally occurred in 2015,
when faced with the prospect of another prison
sentence Niki cried out to Jesus in a cell. He knew that
he was heading for destruction, so he asked Jesus to
come into his life and help him. This was the start of
God's restoration plan for Niki.

Set free from addiction Niki began making positive
choices and began facing up to the consequences of
all his past mistakes. He was given a suspended
sentence for his offending and a proceeds of crime
order to pay £14000. However, as he had no way of
paying this debt it was closed off.

Niki continued to walk with Jesus and bit by bit his life
was restored. He began to attend church and was

transformed into the man of God he is today. We
married in 2016 and we bought a house in Southbank
in 2020 to lead ministry and help others.

In 2021 our security was shaken as the courts
reopened the proceeds of crime decision and made a
confiscation order on the house 6 years after the debt
had been closed. We understand that justice remains
even after forgiveness. Whilst Jesus had wiped Niki's
slate clean in Kingdom terms (and Niki had fully
submitted himself to righteous living) Niki's debt to the
criminal justice system rightly remained. With no way
of paying the £14000 debt in time to save our home
we cried out to God to help us. And this is where a
miracle that could only come from a living and active
God happened.

Only 7 days after the confiscation order was served
on our home, we received a call to look in our bank
account. To our amazement £14000 had been placed
in our account from an anonymous benefactor. It came
to light that a Christian police officer who we had never
met had received a word from the Lord to pay that
debt for Niki! And he did quickly and without question.

This amazing provision was also the fulfillment of a
prophetic promise | received from the Lord two years
earlier; that Niki’'s 49th year would be a year of jubilee
where God would cancel all of Niki's Debts. We never
dreamed it would be through the obedience and love
of a Christian police officer!

Niki and | now lead an Eden Project in Southbank.
The incredible gift allowed Niki to continue to live in his
community with his family and help others to see that
God has a plan for them too. In the past 12 months
alone we have witnessed 120 decisions for Christ, and
we are praying and expecting for revival.
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Global Leadership Summit
2023 Dates
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Since 2005, Christian based Global Leadership
Network has delivered cutting edge training from
Industry Leaders through annual summit events.

The world's leading minds are advising to invest in
growing your skill set and making yourself
indispensable in these difficult times. This is also
biblical - 'the parable of the talents', and 'work as
though you are serving God'. GLN is a great place to
start. You can check the dates and locations with the
QR code on the left. CPA use it and recommend it.

If you are a CPA Leader you will receive a bespoke
summit from GLN this November as part of the 140th
Anniversary Leader's Conference. Book early!
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Living in the Light of the Future! - by Jon Phillips

What does ‘living in light of the future’ mean to you
working within the police? Without Jesus there is
no light or hope. Our hearts are dark and sinful. We
struggle with guilt and are wearied by temptation
and failure. Yet in Jesus we are wonderfully
forgiven. A bruised reed He will not break. Jesus
will keep us, graciously working in our hearts to
change us and on that final glorious day He will
raise us up to be with Him. Forever to worship and
adore Him. To gaze on His incomparable beauty
and above all to love and enjoy Him for all eternity.

So for me, ‘living in light of the future’ at work is to be
someone who loves Jesus more than anything the
world has to offer. That my colleagues might see in me
a security, a hope and a joy that is so deep, so
authentic and so liberating that they will want to know
its source for themselves. This is so counter-cultural
that | have to be deliberate and pro-active about it
every day. Praying for God to align my heart to His will
and to be given His strength to live this out. This is long
term ministry, but it is built upon hundreds of daily
interactions. There are three key foundations that | use.

Demonstrating compassion, value and dignity to all
colleagues - God cares deeply about how we work
with and treat each other at work. As a CPA branch in
the West Midlands, we are committed to pro-actively
daily cultivating a heart attitude of wanting to do good
to others. To confer dignity, value and worth to the
work we each do and to the people we are. We believe
that meaningful relationships are at the heart of this. By
daily investing time to ask our colleagues how they are,
to understand what is important to them, and as a
result show genuine sacrificial care and support, we
build a culture that is safe and compassionate.

Bringing Jesus into every day conversations - The
Bible is clear about the suffering and brokenness of
this present world. Yet it does not leave us without
hope or meaning. By nurturing genuine friendships at
work and being open about our lives, hopes, fears and
struggles, we have a wonderful opportunity to also
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speak into how in all of this, Jesus is our anchor. |
believe that when we daily make ourselves vulnerable
and open to God to use in this way, by sharing our lives
and love for Jesus in all of our ups and downs,
weaknesses and frailty, God will use it for His Glory.

Being prepared to be different and to suffer for
Jesus - The Bible calls us to be salt and light - to show
the watching world that the Bible’s radically outrageous
message of hope transforms not just lives but all
spheres of life. In a post-Christian society, this poses
many challenges, but also many opportunities. One of
the clearest examples of this is the use of language by
colleagues, where depending on where you work or
your role, crude sexual swearing and blasphemy can be
very common.

On one level we can be a witness in our workplaces
by simply being different in this regard. By not laughing
at crude sexual jokes, by not using coarse language
ourselves. Yet we also have an opportunity to be brave
and speak directly into this with grace and humility,
gently explaining to colleagues that such words are
upsetting for us to hear, as Jesus is so precious to us
(See June OOD article on Blasphemy).

This is not easy. It takes courage to do it, and then to
keep on doing it. Yet what a privilege it is to be involved
in long term culture change, where language instead of
being crude and cruel, gradually becomes kinder and
more caring, and where Jesus is known in offices not
just as a swear word, but as someone who for some
colleagues at least, is the most precious person ever.

None of this comes naturally to us. Our hearts are
sinful and weak. Yet by having our minds saturated in
God’s word, by praying to our Heavenly Father for
strength and for our hearts to be daily aligned to His
will, out of an overflowing love for Jesus, God will be
glorified, as by faith, we live in light of the future at
work. Let us encourage one another within the CPA as
we keep doing so.
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And finally...

22nd June saw people from across the globe come
together to pray for emergency services. In the
picture here you see people from Wales, Italy,
Nepal, Philadelphia, Argentina and Leicester!
Earlier in the day we had visitors from Australia.

The prayers were heartfelt and the Holy Spirit was
palpably present. You see all authority comes from
God, and when we honour God and follow His
commandments to pray for those in authority. He is
right there in the midst of us. If you missed the live
prayer, catch up with videos from across the world by
visiting the playlist on our YouTube channel.
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Please Donate
to CPA

You can do so here:
https://[square.link/u/Mg8dwO1h

Please Pray for
CPA

You can do so here: https://
cpauk.net/events/

OUR MISSION is to OUR VISION is to see

= Be a National Voice for Christians in Policing. » The CPA as a national charity which actively leads on
Encourage and support Christians in the Police issues relevant to Christians in Policing.
Service. An active and growing branch of CPA in every Police
Communicate in words and action, the truth, Service in the UK and every Christian in the Police
message and hope of the gospel of Jesus Service to fulfil their potential in Jesus Christ.
Christ to colleagues and the community we Colleagues and those we serve to know Jesus Christ
serve. personally.
Build bridges between the Christian community Police and Churches working together in every
and the Police. community to reduce crime and improve quality of life.
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