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)or God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," made +is light shine in our hearts to give us the 
light of the knowledge of God's Glory.             2 Corinthians ��� NI9 

*od Bless this New Year of ���� - Brian McCarthy

    

2�23 saw us celebrate the 1��th year of the 
Christian 3olice Association in every corner of the 
8... *od has blessed us and continues to bless us 
in many areas, not least in the level of new 
members and a growing level of engagement.

   People have been joining CPA at an increasing rate. 
At the time of writing, we are well on course to e[ceed 
one new member for each day of 202�. This is in the 
region of a 25% increase on the 2�� joiners in 2022. 
Which in itself was a peak on the graph of recent 
decades. Praise goes to God for blessing our work 
and we owe a great deal of thanks to the prayers and 
selfless efforts of Branch Leaders, Regional Co-
ordinators and our team across the country.

 2n three separate occasions recently, pastors 
have attended London Met CPA events and have 
prophetically prayed and called for the church to 
stand up, and get behind their police services in 
prayer and service. While challenging CPA members 
to go into their churches and fellowships and call 
their family in Christ to action; for those in authority.

Charles H. Spurgeon said, �Prayer is the slender 
nerve that moves the muscle of omnipotence.� ,f we 
want to bring the light of -esus Christ into our 
communities and into the places of authority over our

communities, we must pray and believe that we have 
received the favour of God in our reTuests; as -esus
plainly instructs us in Mark 11�24.

   The key to moving God's heart is to pray in 
accordance with His heart. )or His Kingdom to come 
and for His will to be done where you live. What would 
that look like in real terms?

   The side effects of people loving God and loving 
their neighbours as themselves is e[actly what was 
witnessed in the Welsh revival at the turn of the 20th 
century. Empty police cells, empty courts and worship 
filled prayer meetings. People e[periencing the Holy 
Spirit for themselves and wanting more and more.

   At our Leader's conference in 202�, CPA Branch 
Leaders were given prayer diaries from Community 
Watchmen Ministries, with a schedule to bless and 
give thanks for an area of authority each day. 2n 
Sunday, the Church. Monday, Business. Tuesday, 
Regional Government. Wednesday, Education. 
Thursday, Police and the Courts. )riday, Health 
Services. and Saturday, Leisure and Entertainment. 

   As directed in 1 Timothy 2�1-2, let's pray together to 
ask God to Bless 2024, so that we may see peaceful 
and Tuiet lives with all godliness and holiness. 
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Then they said to him, “What must we do, to be 
doing the works of God?”  Jesus answered them, 
“This is the work of God, that you believe in Him 
whom He has sent.” John 6:28-29

   'Salvation through belief in the person and work of 
Jesus' is the theme that runs all the way through the 
gospel of Saint John. John opens by portraying to us 
some of Jesus’ Characteristics; so that we can know 
the Jesus whom we are to believe in. John tells us 
Jesus is the Eternal, Creator, Triune God (1:4), that 
"all who believed in His name, He gave the right to 
become children of God", (1:12). Then towards the end 
of his gospel John tells us why he wrote what he did, 
"these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you 
may have life in His name." (20:31). Plus in between 
these, this theme of belief is repeated time and again. 

   The word ‘believe' and its synonyms appear 97 times 
in John’s gospel Both positively, as in 3:15-16 "that 
whoever believes in Him may have eternal life", and 
also in the negative, "unless you believe that I am He 
you will die in your sins." (8:24). In his epistles Paul 
uses the synonym of 'faith’ instead of ‘belief', such as 
in Galatians 3:26 where we read, for in Christ Jesus 
you are all sons of God, through faith. 

   It is important that our belief is a true saving belief in 
Jesus of the Bible, Jesus warns against falsely 
claiming belief in the Sermon on the Mount, where He 
warns that, "Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, 
Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven." (Matt 7:21) 
Throughout John’s gospel, false followers are regularly 
exposed. Chapter 6 epitomizes this. Beginning with the 
miraculous feeding of 5000 men (plus women and 
children) leading to them wanting to force Him to be 
their king (6:15). Followed by searching for Him in 
Capernaum. However, by the end of the chapter, what 
started with in excess of 5000, is reduced to just the 
twelve apostles, one of whom was a traitor.  

   The lack of belief of these false followers is revealed 
between asking "what must we do?"  to verse 6:60 
where they say. “This is a hard saying; who can listen 
to it?”. These people wanted the easy route to 
salvation. Their question revealed that they wanted a 
prescriptive religion with rules, regulations and rituals, 
but they didn’t want to put in ’the hard yards’ needed to 
get to know the true Jesus of the bible and to 
understand the depth of His teaching.  

   It is in our nature to prefer a prescriptive list of do's     
and don’ts, which give us clear guidelines and to-do 

check lists. But such an approach presents many 
pitfalls from tick-box christianity to extremism. It also 
enables us to find loopholes and ‘work-arounds’ 
whereby we can self-justify wrong actions.

   But the saving belief that Jesus demands is a full 
paradigm shift from head to heart knowledge. A belief 
that loves Him with our whole minds and hearts as well 
as with our bodies and strength. By spending time in 
the words of Jesus and considering the messages 
contained within them we will come to know Him (as 
opposed to just knowing about Him) and we will 
discover the will of the Father; thereby getting for 
ourselves the answer to the question asked in this 
verse, "What must we do, to be doing the works of 
God?"

   The work of a student is to build up their knowledge 
of their chosen subject, we are all disciples (i.e. 
students) of Jesus. Our ‘work' is to grow in our 
knowledge of Him and the Father, and to apply this 
knowledge in our everyday life. In His High Priestly 
Prayer Jesus said to the Father, and for our ears, this 
is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 

   Jane Austen wrote “Where love is - there is no 
labour; and if there be labour, that labour is loved.” For 
true believers getting to know God the Father, and 
Jesus, and growing in our knowledge by spending time 
in His word should never be considered a labour or a 
duty, but always a work of pleasure, an honour and a 
privilege. If this challenges you, perhaps reading this 
today is a personal call to deeper intimacy with Him.

   Suggested prayer: Heavenly Father, thank you that 
you teach me that I should not focus on trying to earn 
my salvation, that it is a fruitless task because of my 
sin. But thank you that by believing in the person and 
work of your Son, Jesus I am saved. Thank you that 
you have made your word so freely available to me 
and others in our current time and culture, and that 
there are so many easily accessible and helpful ways 
by which we can grow in our knowledge. Although 
Jesus’ teaching in Capernaum is challenging and so 
many people quickly turned from Him because of it.  
There are many sections of the Bible that I find 
challenging, but I know that you help me to come to an 
understanding when I prayerfully invest time in 
considering them. I pray for myself and my brothers 
and sisters who don’t always make the time we should 
to get to know you better through your word. Please 
give us wisdom so we can grow in our own knowledge 
and love of Jesus, my Lord and my Saviour. Amen
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What Must We Do? - Chaplain Tony Thomas (City of London)
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New Leader Testimony - by Stacey Begin (Deputy Lead)

cpauk.net

We received a fantastic letter from Michelle 
Bucknor, the Deputy Director of 'Press Red' - a 
Manchester based charity which aims to end 
violence against women and girls. Northern 
Regional Co-ordinator Mike Quinnell arranged for 
GMP CPA Branch Leader Coralie Bailey to attend 
as a guest speaker. 

   Michelle said, "Hello Coralie, I wanted to take some

You Make a Difference - by Michelle Bucknor (Press Red)
time out to say 'thank you very much' for taking the 
time to join us as our Keynote Guest at Mosaic Justice 
Network Meeting yesterday! On behalf of Andrew and 
I, we are grateful. I have been inundated with great 
feedback from the group about your visit, sharing 
stories about your life, work and the CPA with the 
attendees. You have an open invitation to drop in 
again at any time in the future!  

   Thanks, Mike, for making this happen!  We were 
blessed and encouraged for sure. Brian - thought 
you'd like to know what a blessing Coralie was to us 
and the great value she added to our session. Again, 
our sincere appreciation for taking time out of your 
very busy schedule to accommodate this request. 
Hope you'll have a wonderful Christmas Season and 
all the very best in your new role! We're confident 
you'll add great value to your team."

   This is a great example of the impact you have as 
bridge builders to the Christian and wider communities. 
Thank you CPA representatives for all you do.

My name is Stacey, I live and work on the coast in 
North Yorkshire but grew up on the coast in Essex. 
I was not raised in a Christian family but found God 
and faith when I was a teenager at a Youth Camp. 

   That was a significant event in my life and had a 
huge impact on my whole family as they saw God 
transform my life. I am thankful that God became my 
foundation and cornerstone. Seeing that transformation 
many of my family members came to church to find out 
what God was all about. My Mum, Aunt and Cousin all 
came to church, gave their lives to the Lord and have 
since been baptised. I am truly thankful to God for his 
hand on my family’s life. 

   I went to Bible College at 18 before moving to 
Scarborough with my husband in 2014. We now have 
a little boy and love living on the coast. We are very 
active in our church, where I am a Trustee. I am 
involved in overseeing the church's community 
outreach projects and discipleship activities within the 
church. In recent years I have been equipping others 
with biblical truths and practical tools to help them 
share their faith. As a leader in my church I pastor a 
Life Church and preach from time to time. 

   At work I joined as NYP PCSO in 2017 and really 
enjoyed being able to connect with my community 
and police in the community. In 2019 I joined as a 
Police Officer and I am currently based on Response 
in Scarborough where I tutor new Police Officers. I 
really enjoy where I am working and the team I am 
with. I thank God for the great opportunities he has 
given me to support my colleagues and work in this 
challenging area of policing. 

   I have been part of the CPA in North Yorkshire 
since joining North Yorkshire Police in 2017. It is a 
great support network for Christians across the force. 
North Yorkshire has its challenges as a Branch due 
to our vast geography. A WhatsApp group and video 
calls have been a great way to connect Members 
and pray together. 

   I would love to see relationships across the Branch 
develop and connect Christians who live/work close 
to each other across the force. I pray that we will be 
able to support Christians in the workplace in sharing 
their faith with colleagues. I am looking forward to the 
opportunity to link in with other Leaders across the 
CPA to discover new ways of sharing the Gospel and 
praying for the Police as a whole. 
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285�0,66,21 is to
 Be a National 9oice for Christians in Policing.
 (ncourage and support Christians in the Police

6ervice.
 Communicate in words and action, the truth,

message and hope of the gospel of Jesus
Christ to colleagues and the community  we
serve.

 Build bridges between the Christian community
and the Police.

285�9,6,21 is to see
 The CPA as a national charity which actively leads on

issues relevant to Christians in Policing.
 An active and growing branch of CPA in every Police

6ervice in the 8K and every Christian in the Police
6ervice to fulfil their potential in Jesus Christ.

 Colleagues and those we serve to know Jesus Christ
personally.

 Police and Churches working together in every
community to reduce crime and improve Tuality of life.

Donate to CPA  
<RX�FDQ�GR�VR�KHUH�
KttSV���VTXDUH.OLQN�X�MJ�GZ2�K 

3ray for CPA
<RX�FDQ�GR�VR�KHUH� KttSV���
FSDXN.QHt�HYHQtV�

And ¿nally ...
The growth of C3A looks even more impressive 
when you see it on a graph! *od is blessing our 
work. Meeting new Members and Leaders like 
Stacey, literally puts a face to the number. It
encourages me that we have a whole new outcrop 
of faith filled, active Christians taking up *od's 
call to authority. Thank you for all you do!

 .     

FSDXN.QHt

   Not many enjoy discussing finances. CPA are 
aiming to invest in growth� to support the growth that 
is occurring. We run on donations from generous 
0embers past and present, as well as legacies that 
arrive from time to time. We are in good shape, 
however, we run at a loss of just over £1,000 per 
month - because of our wise investment in Regional 
Co-ordinators some 10 years ago; which has just  
resulted in %ranches in every 8.�3olice 6ervice! 

   With over 4,000 members recorded, we only need 
2.5% of members to invest £10 a month or more to 
become stable. That's 2 people in every Branch! Pray 
and ask the Holy Spirit what He wants you to give, or 
who to approach. Support doesn't have to be in the 
form of money. We need this to operate. We also 
need the prayer and fellowship which comes from 
0embers, )riends, &ommunity 3artners, colleagues 
and churches. This is the approach we need to take 
in 2024. Let's SEE in the 1ew <ear with gratitude and 
generosity. Bless you! 
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