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For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him

should not perish but have everlasting life.
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John 3:16 NKJV

An Easter Challenge - Deborah Akinlawon QPM

"Hello Son."
"Hello Dad."”
"Did it hurt?"

"Yes, but the kiss hurt more than the nails."

| heard this short exchange for the first time this
Easter. It was the winning entry for a Radio 4
competition where people were required to submit a
short story with a beginning, a middle and an end.
The maximum amount of words you could use was
20.

no good behind your back, everyone would know that
you know. A bit of side-eye. You’d stop taking the
persons calls. Your body language would change
around that person; but Jesus knowing what was in
Judas' heart treated him the same, and even washed
his feet (John 13). Is it possible Jesus hoped?

Matthew 18:12 —14, Jesus tells the parable of the
lost sheep and how if one sheep got lost the shepherd
would leave the 99 and go looking for it until he found
it, then he would rejoice when he found it. v14 ends
with this “It is the will of my Father who is in Heaven
that not one of these ones should be lost and perish."

You might think that there is no hope for you, that
In case you are wondering, this is an exchange you have strayed too far, or you've done so much
between Father God and His Son Jesus Christ. The wrong, or made so many mistakes or God's given up
kiss came from Judas, one of the 12 disciples as he on you.

betrayed Him. And the nails, well ...

It took 16 words to convey the message of Easter.

Today | tell you Jesus waits in hope that you will
come back. He searches until He finds you and when
He does, like the Father of the Prodigal son, He throws
a party because He is so pleased to see you.

I've always wondered how Jesus, knowing that
Judas was about to sell him out, didn’t treat him any
differently. Think about it. At the last supper, Jesus
says to his closest friends, "One of you is about to
betray me." The disciples were shocked and asked
between themselves, who is it? The disciple Jesus
loved even wondered if it was him.

Easter isn’t just a one day, one weekend event. It's
an everyday celebration of Jesus not giving up on us
and taking the physical pain of the cross and the
emotional pain of betrayal so that we can have the
opportunity to choose Him and come back.

Now you know that if you knew someone was up to
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New Covenant - Tony Thomas (City of London - Chaplain)

"This cup that is poured out for you is the new
covenant in my blood."” Luke 22:20. At Easter, we
celebrate the anniversary of the sealing of the new
Covenant with the blood of Jesus.

This expression, 'the New Covenant', is one we hear
frequently in churches and especially at communion
services, but do we really understand what it means?
If we say, "It's the difference between the Old
Testament and the New Testament.” We would be on
the right tracks, but still not accurate. A more accurate
and simple explanation is the subtle but very important
difference between these two Bible expressions:

1) "I will be your God if you will be my people.”
Whilst this expression does not appear in these precise
words in the OT, the essence of it is found in many
places throughout it, such as in Exodus 19:5-6. This
represents the essence of the Old Covenant, which is
the same as a typical two sided contract that we will be
familiar with today. Most contracts are two-way, “/ will
do X and in response you will do Y." If one side fails to
fulfil their side of the contract it becomes void. We see
this conditional two way covenant clearly in Jeremiah
7:23, "Obey my voice, and [then] | will be your God,
and you shall be my people.” The old covenant was
conditional on God’s people keeping God’s Laws.

2) "You shall be my people, and I will be your
God." (Jer 30:22) This is also in Jeremiah and speaks
of the New Covenant that was to come. Note that it is
an unconditional contract, there is no reciprocal
commitment required by God’s people. It is simply an
unconditional promise made by God.

You may think that such one-sided contracts are
rare, but actually they are common and every married
person has entered into one. The marriage contract
is not a single two-sided, conditional contract, but two
single and unconditional ones. In the marriage vows
each spouse enters into a separate, unconditional
contract - "I promise to love honour and obey you,
[unconditionally] till death do us part.”
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Both Jeremiah (30:10-22 & 31-34) and Ezekiel
(36:22-37) prophesy the New Covenant to come,
"Behold, the days are coming," declares the LORD,
"when | will make a new covenant with the house of
Israel and the house of Judah." (Jer. 31:31) And as we
read these passages we find that the repeated
expression is God saying “/ will” time and time again
(Why not take ten minutes and look at these passages
to see the unconditional and one-sided nature of the
prophesied New Covenant)

At the Last Supper Jesus declared that the cup of
wine He held up represented His blood; that would be
the price and seal of the New Covenant. The next day
His blood was shed and the New Covenant began.

This is one more example of Christianity being
different from every other religion. We do not have to
earn our salvation, because we can’t. No amount of
good deeds and religious observance will repay our
rejection of God. But when we acknowledge and
repent of our sin, and accept Jesus for who He is;
when we truly believe all the things that the Bible says
about Him - and this is a heartfelt and not just an
intellectual belief - then at that very moment we enter
into the New Covenant, and Jesus has already fulfilled
all aspects of it on the cross.

Suggested praver:

Almighty and Eternal Father, this Easter | am
reminded of the great cost that was paid for my
salvation. We sing of your amazing grace because it
really does amaze us. That you would pay such a price
to save a sinner like me, reveals a love that is so great
that it is difficult for me to fully comprehend. But
because of your loving grace | am saved and | want to
dedicate my life to showing that appreciation in my
love and obedience. Please forgive me when | fail, but
please continue to encourage me to grow in my love
and day by day, to become more like the person that
you made me to be. Thank you for Easter, Thank you
for the New Covenant. Thank you Lord Jesus, Amen.
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A Lot Can Happen in 7 Days
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Eternal Wall Update - by Michelle Heritage A

Brian McCarthy and Tony Gale both visited Eternal
Wall’s land last year. Since then we’ve entered the
construction phase of the project. This month,
contractors will be drilling investigative bore holes
on the land, as they begin planning work for the
foundations. Eternal Wall is becoming a physical
reality!

We have 16,700 people backing this project so far,
and we thank God for every one who has helped us
reach this exciting stage. Some have donated
financially, others have committed to praying; many
have shared stories of answered prayer, and still
others give their time as volunteers.

We aim to have 200k - 300k answered prayers
featured on the monument, when we reach our
opening date. Currently we have 39,923 Answered
Prayers from 123 countries; ultimately we're going for
the million. If you do the maths, that means right now
we only have around 4% of the answered prayers we
will need! Can you help us? Our personal testimony is
so powerful; we'’re told in the book of Revelation that,
"the saints overcame the enemy by the blood of the
Lamb, and the word of their testimony."

Our focus in 2024: One key element of the project
is to gather 75,000 answered prayers to show how
God has been at work throughout the history of the
UK, as men & women of God have prayed. This year,
we’re going on a massive treasure hunt through

archives all around the country, to find those stories.

We already have large numbers of stories from the
early days of the Salvation Army and the Elim
movement, and we want to replicate this for other
denominations and Christian organisations. When we
read these stories it’s faith-building because we know
that what God has done before, he can do again!

We’re gathering answered prayers from the
publication about Catherine Gurney, ‘A Beloved Lady’,
to feature in our global digital archive. Speaking of the
beginnings of the CPA, the book states, ‘The work
from its inception was saturated with prayer, and God
wrought wonderful answers.’

Catherine Gurney is also being celebrated as part of
our Heroes of Faith Woodland within the grounds of
Eternal Wall; with a tree being sponsored in honour of
her life. A QR code on her tree will signpost people to
the organisations that exist as a legacy of her faith and
prayers.

How can people get involved? We need your
stories! Workplace testimonies are powerful, and we
want people to understand that God is involved in
every aspect of our lives. Could you share a story of
how God has answered your prayers at work?

Head to www.eternalwall.org.uk/testimony and
help us to make hope visible.
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Police Children's Fund - Nikki Braybrooke

A charity which has helped thousands of children
of police officers over the decades entered 2024
with a brand new name — Police Children’s Fund,
formerly known as The Gurney Fund.

Having changed names and geography several
times over the years, the fundamental aim of
supporting police children in their education and
wellbeing has remained the same and the recent
change of name to Police Children’s Fund
encapsulates both the historical work of Catherine
Gurney and the ongoing mission of the Fund.

Both Police Children’s Fund and Christian Police
Association are members of Police Charities UK
(PCUK) which is a unique group of police charities who
collaborate for the benefit of the policing community.
The group meets twice a year to identify opportunities
of working together to further the charitable objects of
each organisation.

Latest news from the Christian Police Association

Sherral Keywood, Fund Manager at Police
Children’s Fund, explained, “When a police officer dies
or retires due to ill health or injury, this naturally has a
significant impact on the children. The support we offer
by way of educational grants for school trips,
computers, driving lessons and school holiday
activities means the children can continue with some
normality and not miss out. The number of families
asking for our help is increasing but officer donations
are dropping. Depending on the age of a child when
they are registered with the charity, we could be
providing educational grants to them for 15 years or
more and we know, from speaking with families, that
the financial support can make a big difference during
challenging times.”

The Fund also provides mental health support grants
to beneficiaries, providing families with the opportunity
to seek professional help when needed, without having
to join long waiting lists.
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And finally ...

This month's On and Off Duty marks the handover
to our new in post Executive Director Deborah
Akinlawon QPM. Deborah is currently staying with
Catherine and | at our home as we handover and
prepare Deborah for this next season.

| am genuinely excited about the future of CPA in
Deborah's hands. She is undoubtedly the Lord's
choice to take CPA forward.

Don't worry - it isn't all work - during our screen

breaks, we are getting out and about. We visited amazing colleagues across the UK and beyond. You
Harrogate with Regional Co-ordinator Mike Quinnell will remain in my heart and in my prayers for the rest of
and GMP CPA Branch Lead, Coralie Bailey, getting my life. | wish each and every one of you God's speed
our picture taken under the picture of our founder in achieving the life that God designed for you as you
Catherine Gurney. conduct your God appointed vocations in service. May
God bless you and keep you and make His face to

It has been my pleasure and the greatest privilege shine upon you, be gracious to you and grant you His

of my life to Support, Encourage and Empower my Peace. In the precious name of our Lord Jesus.
. e e el -
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Pray for CPA

You can do so here: https://
cpauk.net/events/

Donate to CPA

You can do so here:
https://square.link/u/Mg8dwO1h

OUR MISSION is to OUR VISION is to see

= Be a National Voice for Christians in Policing. » The CPA as a national charity which actively leads on

Encourage and support Christians in the Police issues relevant to Christians in Policing.

Service. An active and growing branch of CPA in every Police
Communicate in words and action, the truth, Service in the UK and every Christian in the Police
message and hope of the gospel of Jesus Service to fulfil their potential in Jesus Christ.

Christ to colleagues and the community we Colleagues and those we serve to know Jesus Christ
serve. personally.

Build bridges between the Christian community Police and Churches working together in every
and the Police. community to reduce crime and improve quality of life.

President Chief Constable Pam Kelly Chair of Council DC Mandy Godfree
Editorial Team Brian McCarthy (Executive Director) and Tony Gale (Executive Support Manager)
Administrator Lindsey

ON & OFF DUTY is a magazine produced by CPA since its foundation in 1883. Please forward any potential articles to office@CPAuk.net by
the 20th of each month. NB. All articles published will also be available for unrestricted viewing via the Internet. The views expressed in this
publication are not necessarily those of the CPA Council.
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