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For I know the plans that I have for you, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you 
a hope and a future.                Jer 29 v 11 NIV

God is in control (He has a plan for you) - Brian McCarthy
In 2016, at High Leigh Christian Conference 
Centre, when we inaugurated Lee Russell MA as 
the brand new Executive Director of CPA UK, I 
laid my hands on Lee and prayed. As I did, 
immediately in my mind's eye, I saw Lee wearing 
royal robes of ermine. He was wearing a crown 
and holding a sceptre in his right hand. It was so 
vivid I can still see it now.

   In 2019, while still Branch Leader of Cleveland 
Police CPA Branch, I received three prophecies -  
one from Debra Green OBE - Redeeming Our 
Communities, and two at a Community Watchmen 
Ministries conference in Prudhoe, County Durham: 
one from a prophetic Christian gentleman called Ian 
Graham, and another from two ladies from Liverpool 
who I had never met before. Everyone was telling me 
the same thing, that I was about to be promoted to a 
national role in policing. With my retirement looming 
and some difficulties with my supervision, I couldn't 
see how this was even possible.

   Fast forward to November 2021 and I was already 
a UK Director in the International Christian Police 
Fellowship, now I was being inaugurated as the 
brand new Executive Director, taking over the reins 
from Lee.

   After the service with the (then) National Chaplain

Rev David Wilbraham, Chief Constable Pam Kelly 
and Rev Barry Knott; the room emptied as people 
went for coffee. All except one little group of people. 
I approached to ask if everything was okay and 
found Deborah Akinlawon, at that time Branch 
Leader of The Met CPA Branch. She was feeling like 
she wasn't doing enough for the Kingdom, just like 
so many of us doubt that what we do is enough for 
the kingdom.

   I asked if I could pray with her. As I prayed, I saw 
Deborah dressed in royal robes, wearing a crown 
and carrying a sceptre in her right hand! Just like I 
had seen Lee doing. I told her immediately, "Wow 
Deborah! Not only are you doing enough, you are 
going to be Exec Director after me!" Of course 
Deborah politely smiled but found it hard to believe it 
was true. Just over two years later, the above 
photograph shows it did come true!

   Isn't it sad that the old enemy can have us so 
fooled about our effectiveness? God has plans for 
you, believe it. Things you couldn't possibly imagine. 
On the plus side, International Leadership teacher 
John Maxwell, says the very first thing that mature 
leaders do is to find their successor and start training 
them. He pointed out that Jesus did this. He went 
straight to the Sea of Galilee and found Peter, and 
started his training.
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Visit to CPA Scotland - Deborah Akinlawon QPM

   Anyway back to 2021, I went to see my prophetic 
friend Ian Graham, to tell him that his prophecy had 
come true and I now had two roles - a national one 
and an international one! Ian looked at me and said, 
'God has something bigger for you!' I tried explaining 
that the International role was more than I had 
expected. Ian repeated 'God has something bigger for 
you.' I had only just started and God had shown me 
my successor - and told me this role was temporary! I 
asked Ian, 'Is God giving you any idea what the next 
role is?' Ian  said, 'No. He's just laughing. He said you 
wouldn't believe him even if He told you!"

   Fast forward two years to 11th December 2023 and 
God had been blessing CPA massively during my 
tenure. Membership was accelerating, Brances were 
growing and I had received a number of prophecies 
from trusted Christian friends to say, "God has 
something  bigger for you" and "The latter rains are 
coming." With this, I was driving to All Saints Church 
in Preston for a Christmas Carol Service on my day off 
(working for CPA is such a blessing!) I was happy to 
have the opportunity to spend time with the fantastic 
people who run CPA in the Branches - especially in the 
run up to Christmas.

   As I drove across on my own, I took the opportunity 
to pray in tongues and just allow the Holy Spirit to 
flow. About two-thirds of the way through the journey 
and a clear thought bubbled up in my mind saying, "I 
want you to resign from CPA…" I thought, "What?! Is 
that you Lord?"

   Then it came again, "I want you to resign forthwith." 
This is where I know this wasn't just my own thoughts 
or imagination - I had to Google .'forthwith' to see 
what it meant - it is not a word I would ever use!

   I went to the Carol Service, which was beautifully 
done. Then on the way home I prayed again - and 
about two-thirds of the way home as I prayed in 
tongues, it came again, "I need you to open your 
hands so I can give you something bigger." Wow! 
The voice had used the same words that Ian Graham 
had used. I went home and prayed more and 
checked with trusted Christian pastors and prophetic 
contacts. They confirmed they all believed this was a 
message from God. So, in obedience, I tendered my 
resignation from CPA... 

(to be continued).

In my new role as CPA Executive Director, I visited 
the Scottish Branch of CPA recently. First stop 
was the Police Treatment Centre at Auchterarder 
(founded of course by Catherine Gurney), where I 
met CPA Members and Leaders, as well as a tour 
of the centre by the deputy manager Alison.

   We had a powerful time in God’s presence, with the 
clear message to continue to work hard, to be bold 
and obedient, and to walk in the power of Jesus. 
Recruitment of new members in Scotland is thriving at 
present as we hold onto those principles daily. We 
also enjoyed a great lunch and great fellowship 
together.

   The following morning we were off to The Scottish 
Police College, Police Scotland’s HQ, for the annual 
memorial service at Tulliallan. During the course of 
this event we met the Chief Constable, the Deputy 
Chief (who had met me previously in London), ACC 
Steve Johnston (one of our sponsors), the Justice 
minister for Scotland Ms Angela Contance MSP, and 
a whole host of others. But the most important thing 
was that God was present in that building during that 

day, and we witnessed it in so many situations. His 
word was delivered to all by guest speaker Shonagh 
Gawthorne, a past CPA member’s widow, It could not 
have been clearer. We also had the privilege of 
praying for senior staff during the day. It was a spirit 
filled day, no doubt at all.

   It was then back through to Dundee, bags packed, 
then off to Edinburgh Airport; back to the ‘big smoke’ 
- time well spent in Scotland. Haste Ye Back
Deborah!
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Retired Chief Inspector Tom Davison was a giant 
of policing in Northern Ireland and a giant of the 
Christian Police Association. Whilst some 
Christians come and go from CPA, Tom has been 
a consistent presence for many decades. Loved, 
revered and respected by all who knew him, Tom 
brought experience, wisdom and a true Christian 
example to CPA in Northern Ireland. It was a 
pleasure to spend time in his company and a 
delight to learn from someone who was humble 
and quite simply a true gentleman.

   I know I speak for many when I say we will miss 
Tom at our CPA meetings and events but we rejoice 
in the fact that he is with his Saviour. We pray for his 
daughter Rhoda, son-in-law Phil and granddaughter 
Hannah at this difficult time. 

and to Spring Harvest right from the start. He was 
always showing us 

 

Christian charity Saltmine, where he set up orphanages in 
Russia, Albania and Bulgaria. Peter led many mission trips 

to Bulgarian orphanages throughout the 1990s to offer 
support and encouragement to the staff and children.

The desire to nurture the faith of young people was a 
passion for Peter. He became a qualified youth leader and 
was on the board of British Youth for Christ and Norwich 

Youth For Christ. Peter, along with Wendy, actively 
supported young people in the church, running the TROGs 
(The Rather Older Group) while at Dereham Road Baptist 
Church. He was also Chair of Trustees of YMCA Norfolk 

during the leadership of John Drake.

Another of Peter’s achievements was to be the founder and 
driving force behind the very successful Good News for 

Norwich & Norfolk newspaper project back in 1992, along 
with editor Keith Morris. It has since published over 100 
editions over 32 years, printing around 2 million copies. 

. 

   He completed a BA Honours in economics and 
mathematics at UEA as well as a diploma in 
management studies. He used his positions of 
responsibility to benefit others. He was heavily 
involved in setting up the Norwich night shelter and in 
the ‘down to earth’ mission with Eric Delve, setting up 
a property to use to introduce young people to Jesus.

   In 1988, Peter retired from his position in the police 
and took up an unpaid role as the Eastern European 
link for Christian charity Saltmine, where he set up 
orphanages in Russia, Albania and Bulgaria.
Read the rest of this tribute online:
www.tinyurl.com/PeterBarnesNorwich

Peter was born in January 1939 in the Thorpe 
area of Norwich. He was named John Peter 
Barnes and his elder sister who was five at the 
time didn’t like the name John, so he was always 
known as Peter. During the war, at the age of 
three, Peter, along with his sister, was evacuated 
to a Lancashire town.

   Peter returned to Norwich in 1944 to attend the City 
of Norwich School before joining the Police in 1958 at 
the age of 19. Peter reached the rank of 
Superintendent and was selected for a special course 
at Bramshill Training College where he received the 
Bramshill scholarship. During his time with the police, 
he was the Chair of the Norfolk Christian Police 
Association and the Vice Chair of the Christian Police 
Association in Britain. Peter loved playing sport, and 
represented the police in most sports throughout his 
career.

   His Christian faith was central to Peter’s life. He 
became a Christian while at a youth group – where 
he met his wife Wendy. They married in 1960 at 
Chapel Field Road Methodist Church and had three 
children - Stephanie, Ginnie and Ashley. Peter was 
grandad to eight and great-grandad to five. Peter was 
a local Methodist preacher, and later moved to 
Dereham Road Baptist Church, which then merged 
with St Mary’s to become Norwich Central Baptist 
Church.

Tribute to Tom Davison (Former CPA President)

Tribute to Peter Barnes (Former CPA Vice Chair)

www.tinyurl.com/PeterBarnesNorwich
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 %e a 1ational 9oice for Christians in Policing.
 (ncourage and support Christians in the Police

Service.
 Communicate in words and action, the truth,

message and hope of the gospel of -esus
Christ to colleagues and the community  we
serve.

 %uild bridges between the Christian community
and the Police.

285�9,6,21 is to see
 The CPA as a national charity which actively leads on

issues relevant to Christians in Policing.
 An active and growing branch of CPA in every Police

Service in the 8. and every Christian in the Police
Service to fulfil their potential in -esus Christ.

 Colleagues and those we serve to know -esus Christ
personally.

 Police and Churches working together in every
community to reduce crime and improve quality of life.
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And finally ...
Thank *od for the lives of those who paved the 
way for me and many of us by serving *od so 
faithfully. Our hearts go out to the families of Tom 
Davison and Peter Barnes, but how blessed are 
we to have known them. What an ama]ing legacy�

   This months lead article is in two parts. Part 2 will 
be in the next edition. Our former Exec. Director has a 
powerful testimony to share, and within it are real 
lessons to learn in our walk with God about obedience 
when Gods speaks - trusting God that He does have 
a plan, even when you cant see it. God knows the 
Beginning from the end. 

  Far ahead He knows whats going to happen, so 
He acts now and we fight it, doubt Him, then later on 
we realise "oh thats why!

Thank you Scotland and our CPA Regional 
Coordinator Jim for the warm reception. I loved my

short time there and all that God did through us.

   7here is much more happening and you'll get to 
read all about it in next months On and Oႇ Duty.

  CPA Leaders Mike Quinnell and Tony Gale have 
been running CPA Online Alpha Courses each year 
since 2021, specifically for police colleagues. The 
next course will start on Tues 14th January 2025 
and continue for 13x weeks on Tuesday evenings at 
7pm until Tues 8th April inclusive. Each interactive 
session usually lasts 60-90 minutes.

Email office@cpauk.net to enroll. 

God bless you,

DA
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