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Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways
submit to Him, and He will make your paths straight.

Prov 3 v 5-6 NIV

God is in control (He has a plan for you) - Brian McCarthy Pt2

(Continued from last month)

In December 2023 | resigned as Executive
Director of the CPA in obedience to what God
had asked me to do "Forthwith!"

| advertised the role, and the evening before the
closing date, Deborah messaged me to say,
"Should I apply?" | replied, "You can't ask me, I'm
running the process! You need to pray!"

Four hours later Deborah's application arrived. She
passed the paper sift and blew us away with her
passion and zeal for God and for the role, in
interview. Then just as God had showed me,
Deborah took the reins from me. In March and April
2024, Deborah came to stay with Catherine and | at
our home and we conducted a comprehensive
handover. With days out and apple crumbles thrown
in! Those are some of the best memories of my life
so far. What a blessing. Deborah came and sang at
our church and at an outreach. God's anointing on
her is unmistakable. Deborah and CPA are exactly
where they are supposed to be.

Back to me and something bigger. Well in the
months following laying down the role, | was blessed
and privileged to work alongside the amazing team
from Luis Palau Association and the unity movement
of church leaders across Teesside.

Latest news from the Christian Police Association

| co-ordinated hundreds of volunteers across a
weekend celebrating Jesus and blessing our
communities. Tens of thousands of people attended.
There were over 1,700 decisions for Christ and as we
speak in October 2024 there are 50 Alpha courses
running simultaneously.

That's big, but then immediately after the CPA
Conference in June, | couldn't walk more than a few
steps without being out of breath. On 24th July |
attended hospital, to be told | was immediately being
admitted for an emergency procedure, as | had two
main arteries to my heart with occlusions. My Right
Coronary Artery (RCA) was 99% blocked and the
Lower Anterior Declining (LAD) artery was over 70%
restricted. This is the artery that leads to
'Widowmaker' heart attacks. In hospital at 2am on
27th July 2024, my heart started failing after only a
few steps from my bed to the toilet. The consultant put
me first on the list for the first procedure to unblock
my RCA.

Thankfully, | am writing this following two
procedures, which have reset my arteries. | can't drive
yet or lift anything heavy. However, with God's grace,
medication and wise choices, | could be a Caleb.
What keeps replaying in my mind is the word
'forthwith' - if God had not spoken, or what if | hadn't
been obedient?’

cpauk.net



https://paulrussellphotography.com

(continued)

| am convinced that Deborah is God's person for
this time. Please pray for her to achieve all that God
has set before her, and please support CPA and
Deborah's tenure in every way you can. All authority
comes from God and we should pray for those in
authority that we may lead peaceful lives in all
Godliness and holiness (Romans 13 and 1 Timothy 2
paraphrased). You know when you do, you are
sowing into Kingdom purposes, it's a 'no-brainer’
investment. Whether it is time or prayer or practical
helps. You are pushing an open door.
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CPA was always God's - all the way from Catherine
Gurney OBE to Deborah Akinlawon QPM. We are
not any ordinary organisation, don't be fooled. God
loves the police service and has a long line of
obedient servants who have served and cared and
carried the torch to this point. Your love and care
make a difference. Pray and listen, and when God
speaks - move. He has 'something bigger' in mind.

Editors Comment; Gods plans for us are perfect and
He evens turns mistakes round for His purpose. Trust
Him for your future because He knows the beginning
from the end.
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CPA visit to Guernsey - Keith Evans CPA Trustee

Following on from meeting a group of men from
Guernsey at the CVM (Christian Vision for Men)
Gathering this year, the CPA were invited to visit
the island, and be involved in the promotion of
their Men's Ministry by speaking at a Dinner and
being interviewed on the local BBC radio.

Having never visited the Channel Islands | was
looking forward to my visit and | wasn't disappointed.
The island is simply beautiful, full of history and the
most amazingly friendly people. We were initially
hosted by Roy who is an absolute force of nature for
Christ. He is 88 and going strong for God; he with
others made us feel extremely welcome and ensured
that we were well looked after and really well fed
during our stay.

Latest news from the Christian Police Association

During my visit | was interviewed both at a Dinner
and on the Radio, and was able to stress the
importance of the work of CPA and the need for
Christians to work together to spread the Gospel and
support each other.

At two events | was able to make contact with
Christian Officers, one who joined the CPA whilst |
was on the island; | made sure that | encouraged
them to connect and convince other Christian
colleagues to join CPA.

We attended a couple of church services on the
island at different churches. There is a large and
active Christian Community on the island right across
varying denominations. The Men's group from the
island are looking to bring a group to the CVM
Gathering in 2025 and have committed to meeting up
with the CPA team in the field near Swindon. | can
heartily recommend a visit to Guernsey and | will
definitely be planning a further visit in the future.'
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CPA visit to Lausanne - Tim Rowlandson Branch Leader

When | set-off from Heathrow to travel to Seoul,
South Korea in September, | had no idea what to
expect...

I had been invited to attend the 4th Lausanne
Congress — a gathering of over 5,000 Christian
leaders from over 230 countries across the globe.
The Lausanne movement was started by the
evangelists Billy Graham and John Stott in 1974, with
the vision of bringing together Christians from across
the world to share what God was doing and discuss
how best to work together to build His kingdom. The
fist congress led to the Lausanne Covenant, which is
still used as a basis of faith for many churches and
Christian organisations internationally.

Meeting together with so many other Christian
Leaders was an incredible privilege. The diversity,
energy and fellowship created by the congress was
amazing — it felt like a real glimpse of Heaven on
earth. The days were LONG with a mixture of plenary
sessions (arranged around tables of six participants,
which stayed consistent the whole time); interest
groups (I joined the Christians in the Workplace
track) and issue networks (mine was looking at
growing integrity and countering corruption).

The whole set-up was designed to promote
conversation and build relationships. On my table for
the plenary sessions we had a pastor from Pakistan;
a software engineer from India; a missionary working
in South Korea; the head of a charity which promotes
closer working between churches and local
government and someone who supports Christians
who are working in secular employment. They were a
beautiful group of people who | am now fortunate
enough to count as friends. | also had the opportunity
to meet up with Arslan, a friend who | first met eight
years ago in Jakarta. Arslan was a police officer from
Pakistan, who has now moved across to work as a
prison governor there. | also had the immense
pleasure of joining a FaceTime call with an officer
from Australia, whose wife was at the conference.
The similarities between our jobs across continents
were striking.

The overall theme of the congress was: “Let The
Church Declare and Display Christ Together”.

Here are some of my reflections from the various
sessions:

Latest news from the Christian Police Association

Declaring Christ: When Paul was travelling on his
missionary journeys, he used his skill as a leather-
worker (or tent-maker) as a way of connecting with
local people. He would often sit and work alongside
local crafts-people and “gossip Christ”. His love of
God came out in everyday conversations and in
ordinary interactions with those around him. For me
this felt like a really healthy model for sharing faith —
particularly in the context of Christians within police
workplaces.

Displaying Christ: There is sometimes a temptation
to see full-time Christian ministry as the pinnacle of
holiness. We run the risk of putting ministers and
missionaries on a pedestal and seeing our calling as
somehow lesser. A key theme of the conference was
that 99% of the church globally are not in full-time
paid Christian employment. As Christians in the
workplace we are called to be a “priestly presence”
wherever we are, whatever we’re doing. In an era
where public trust in police officers is in jeopardy,
being a shining light of love and holiness is
enormously powerful.

Together: It's all too easy to look at the areas that
divide us. There was a call to focus back on the core
message of Jesus — Love God with all your heart and
love your neighbour as yourself. Focus on these, and
everything else comes into perspective. On the last
day of the congress there was an amazing illustration
of God’s ability to unite and reconcile. We took part in
a Communion service presided over by two pastors —
one from Korea, and the other from Japan, countries
which have a long history of hostility and warfare.

Above all though, as the conference drew to a
close, | was left filled with hope. Hope for the world
around us, and hope for those who need it the most.
Wherever we are, and whatever we’re going through,
we are not alone. We are walking the journey with
millions of brothers and sisters who walk alongside
us, and walking with a God who loves us deeply and
wants what’s best for us.
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And finally ...

On Monday 11th November at 11am, we will all lay
down our tools and take part in a 2 minute silence,
remembering those who have died in wars past
and present to preserve the freedoms we have in
this nation. We also think of those who survived
who bear the scars physically and emotionally.
#Wewillnotforgetthem

The wars still continue around the world, so not only
will we remember those gone, but let us remember
those places where there is war now; and pray for
peace and comfort for those grieving on all sides.

Are you having or organising a CPA Carol service in
your area in December? Please let us know the dates
so that we can advertise them in the next edition of On

and Off Duty. God bless you

advice and to help. Contact us and we can refer you.

Finally, If the budget has hit you and your family Deborah
hard, Christians Against Poverty (CAP) are there for

Pray for CPA Donate to CPA

You can do so here: https:// You can do so here:
cpauk.net/events/ https://square.link/u/Mg8dwO1h

OUR MISSION is to OUR VISION is to see

= Be a National Voice for Christians in Policing. » The CPA as a national charity which actively leads on
Encourage and support Christians in the Police issues relevant to Christians in Policing.
Service. An active and growing branch of CPA in every Police
Communicate in words and action, the truth, Service in the UK and every Christian in the Police
message and hope of the gospel of Jesus Service to fulfil their potential in Jesus Christ.
Christ to colleagues and the community we Colleagues and those we serve to know Jesus Christ
serve. personally.
Build bridges between the Christian community Police and Churches working together in every
and the Police. community to reduce crime and improve quality of life.

President Chief Constable Pam Kelly Chair of Council DC Mandy Godfree
Editorial Team Deborah Akinlawon (Executive Director) and Tony Gale (Executive Support Manager)
Administrator Lindsey

ON & OFF DUTY is a magazine produced by CPA since its foundation in 1883. Please forward any potential articles to office@CPAuk.net by
the 20th of each month. NB. All articles published will also be available for unrestricted viewing via the Internet. The views expressed in this
publication are not necessarily those of the CPA Council.
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