On & Off Duty

ISSUE 1122 DECEMBER 2024

CHRISTIAN POLICE ASSOCIATION

“But the angel said to them "Do not be afraid. | bring you good news that will cause great joy for all
people. Today in the town of David a Saviour is born, He is the Messiah."

Luke 2 v 10-11 NIV

Good news of Great Joy! - Deborah Akinlawon QPM

Hey! There's good news that's going to bring joy to
everyone!!l Not words I've ever seen as a headline
in a newspaper or on a" breaking news" bulletin on
the mains stream Media.

Every day we switch on the TV or read the papers,
we see bad news, the wars, tragedies, heartbreak
grief, all things that feed fear, anxiety and lead to a
sense of despair in many. Family problems, financial
issues, stress on all fronts, depression, burdened and
weighed down by the pressures of the world.

There is good news!

This good news starts with a manger, leads to a
cross, ends with empty tomb; and at its centre is The
One who in John 1 v 1 is called the Word. He has
many names and every name speaks of who He is and
can be in our lives. | know Him as Jesus, my Saviour
and friend.

In Isaiah where the birth of Jesus was prophesied,
He was called "Emmanuel, which means God with us"
Then in Isaiah 9 v 6, He is called the "Wonderful
Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father and the
Prince of Peace."

Then here in Luke 2, the Angels bring their good
news to the shepherds announced His birth, but
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highlight the fact that this isn't an ordinary baby. This
is the Saviour of the world, the long awaited Messiah,
The Christ.

The good news for all of us is, this baby, who we will
be celebrating over the next few weeks, lullabying Him
to sleep with our "Silent night" renditions, has left the
manger and is knocking on the door of our hearts to
say, He can be all this to you and more:

He is the Prince of Peace, who can be your peace,
in the storms of life and when all about you is chaos.

He is Emmanuel, God with us and always with us,
even as He promised Matt 28 v 20.

He is the Wonderful Counsellor - All we have to do
is ask. See Matt 7 v 7.

The good news is that as we celebrate Jesus
coming to us this Christmas, we can also celebrate
Him abiding with us. He is here now and wants to be
much more than the baby in the manger. He wants to
be the Messiah, our Saviour.

Remember Jesus isn't just for Christmas, Jesus is
for life! A wonderful and blessed Christmas to you and
your families as we celebrate the best news ever!
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Thoughts on Christmas - Some CPA Branch Leaders

Graham Alder - Police Scotland

As dad to four kids ranging from 6 to 12, Christmas
has a lot of energy about it, and the only thing
stopping the tree being put up well ahead of
December, is one of their birthdays in November!
Many, many Christmas films will be watched, and my
wife and | will behold various school nativities and
related musical performances - which we will remind
ourselves to treasure, given the swift passing of the
childhood years.

Something we’ve tried to impress on our kids
amongst all this energy and activity, is that our beliefs
about Christmas really matter, in stark contrast to the
prevailing feel in our culture, which doesn’t talk much
about the most important question regarding
Christmas, and that is - is this familiar story true?

In a time of ‘your truth, my truth’ it would be easy to
retreat to a position which relies merely on the warm
feelings Christmas generates for us - along with our
family and church community traditions, but that’s not
sufficient - and it’s not why Christmas has continued to
be marked by Christians through the ages. It's been
celebrated because the saints who went before us,
and now we, believe it’s true - and is therefore of great
significance for all people in every era and culture.

CS Lewis said, ‘Christianity, if false, is of no
importance, and if true, of infinite importance. The only
thing it cannot be is moderately important.” The “Your
truth, my truth’ idea relegates truth beneath personal
feelings and while not irrelevant, it can be deceptive to
place too much emphasis on how Christmas makes us
feel. As with my kids, it will make many of us feel very
happy for a short time, but respectfully that’s not the
point, as Lewis wisely points out - it's the truth of it
that makes the Christmas story and the wider
Christian narrative of the greatest importance.

So can | encourage you - in amongst all that
happens this Christmas - to both reflect on and praise
God for the ample evidence we have, that the Word
did indeed become flesh and dwelt among us ... full of
grace and truth.
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Gavin Jennings - Avon and Somerset

"To walk with those you love". So often we try to
impress with worldly gifts, when actually the real
blessing is to be with someone with no distractions. As
we tend to fail to impress with things, or follow rules;
God gave us hope in Christ's birth and He then showed
us the way, to walk and be with us, to love and serve
one another, an amazing gift of all. Yet he went further
too, because of His love for us, He gave His life to
atone for our sins, to bring us back to His loving
presence, the best present of all!

Funmi Shittu - City of London

When | think of Christmas, I'm reminded of my earthly
father, who was a Muslim and later became a
Christian. Despite not being a Christian at the time,
when | was very young, he never wanted us to feel left
out in the Christmas season. Every Christmas, he
would take us shopping, buy us gifts, and give us
pocket money to pick out whatever we wanted.

Above all, Christmas is about love - the love that
compelled God to send His only begotten Son in
human form to become one of us. It's a season of
love, giving, and selfless sacrifice, especially for those
in need. Beyond all this, it's a time to celebrate the
birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. One scripture that
comes to mind is “For God so love the world that He
gave His only begotten son, that whosoever believes in
(Jesus) should not perish but have everlasting life” -
John 3:16

Gary Bentley

Christmas for me is an important reminder of how
much God loves us, that he would humble himself to
be born into this earth, with the sole intention of self
sacrifice for our sins. Listening to the gospel readings
each year in church, | get a renewed sense of gratitude
and love for Jesus - and usually end up blubbing!

" O COME 1 -

LET US ADORE HiM
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Just a Thought - Tony Thomas (Police Chaplain)

And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary,
for you have found favour with God. And behold,
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and
you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and
will be called the Son of the Most High. And the
Lord God will give to him the throne of his father
David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no

end.” Luke 1:30-33

This is the second miraculous conception in
Matthew’s gospel; some six months earlier this same
angel, Gabriel, had visited Mary’s relation, Elizabeth,
and promised her a child and declared what her son
should be named. Although that conception itself was
natural, the very fact that it happened at all was
miraculous, as she was very old and barren. Her son
was to become John the Baptist, whom Isaiah had
predicted as 'The voice of one crying in the
wilderness' (Is 40:3)

The conception of Mary was even more miraculous,
because Mary was a virgin and there was no male
involvement. Matthew records that when Joseph
discovered this, he suspected infidelity, and being a just
man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to
divorce her quietly. (Matt 1:19). But God told him,
"Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your
wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy
Spirit.” (1:20)

We might ask, 'Why did Jesus have to be born in all
aspects a fully human child (except for the conception),

when previously He had appeared in the form of an
adult man?' Genesis 18 opens with the statement 'And
the LORD [YHWH] appeared to him

[Abram]'... as the chapter unfolds Abram sees three
men, two of whom we later discover are angels who
go into Sodom to witness the depravity, and we also
learn that the third is actually God, with whom Abram
tries to negotiate holding back the destruction of the
City if there are righteous people present. If He
appeared as a man back then, why didn’t He do it
again, and let Jesus simply walk out of the wilderness
as a 30 year old man and begin His ministry?

Jesus had to enter into the world in the same way
as all other people so that He could be fully man, as
well as fully God. Only by this means could He be the
prefect sacrifice for mankind.

The words of 'Hark the Herald Angels Sing' really
captures the true spirit and meaning of Christmas. As
does Paul, In his letter to the Philippians, where he
summarises the purpose and meaning of both
Christmas and Easter; the virgin birth and the cross:
"Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God,
did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped,
but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant,
being born in the likeness of men. And being found in
human form, he humbled himself by becoming
obedient to the point of death, even death on a
cross." (Phil 2:6-8)

With angelic hosts proclaim, Christ is born in
Bethlehem!
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CPA Carol Services - across the UK

Many CPA Branches will be holding Carol Services
across the UK. These are some of them:

London Met - Thursday 5th December at 6pm
Lancashire - Monday 9th December at 7pm
Leicestershire - Monday 9th December at 7pm
City of London - Tuesday 10th December
GMP - Wednesday 11th December at 1pm
BTP - Tuesday 17th December

For further details, contact local Branches

Latest news from the Christian Police Association

Shine
Your
ng

orguk

cpauk.net




An d fi n al Iy o Pray for those who will have an empty seat at the table

and for those who live alone.
This year has gone so fast and so much has

happened. However, one thing has remained Pray for peace and goodwill.
constant, and that is God's unfailing love for us
through sending His son Jesus Christ. Merry Christmas to all our Members, our Friends and

our Community Partners - and Happy New Year!

As we prepare for Christmas Day, buy our presents,
send our cards (do we still do that?), get together with
family, lets be thankful.

Appreciate each other, be kind to yourselves, rest
where you need to.

While we are busy being Martha's for the next few | 1 %
weeks, also remember to be Mary. Take time to sit Ha rk' The Herald

and be still Angels Sing

Pray for the wonderful officers and staff that will be
working over the holiday period, for the families that
will be struggling this year.

e e e e e e - e e, -

Pray for CPA Donate to CPA

You can do so here: https:// You can do so here:
cpauk.net/events/ https://square.link/u/Mg8dwO1h

OUR MISSION is to OUR VISION is to see

= Be a National Voice for Christians in Policing. » The CPA as a national charity which actively leads on
Encourage and support Christians in the Police issues relevant to Christians in Policing.
Service. An active and growing branch of CPA in every Police
Communicate in words and action, the truth, Service in the UK and every Christian in the Police
message and hope of the gospel of Jesus Service to fulfil their potential in Jesus Christ.
Christ to colleagues and the community we Colleagues and those we serve to know Jesus Christ
serve. personally.
Build bridges between the Christian community Police and Churches working together in every
and the Police. community to reduce crime and improve quality of life.

President DCC Neil Jerome Chair of Council DC Mandy Godfree
Editorial Team Deborah Akinlawon (Executive Director) and Tony Gale (Executive Support Manager)
Administrator Lindsey

ON & OFF DUTY is a magazine produced by CPA since its foundation in 1883. Please forward any potential articles to office@CPAuk.net by
the 20th of each month. NB. All articles published will also be available for unrestricted viewing via the Internet. The views expressed in this
publication are not necessarily those of the CPA Council.
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