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“Behold | will do a new thing. Now it shall spring forth, shall you not know it? | will even make a road

in the wilderness and rivers in the desert."

Isaiah 43:19 NKJV

New Year: Arise, Shine! - Deborah Akinlawon QPM

"This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine, This
little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine, This little

light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine, Let it shine, let
it shine, Let it shine!" song from 1920's.

"Arise, Shine for your light has come and the glory of
the Lord is risen upon you!" Isaiah 60v1

How does God want us to shine this year, how can
we serve and how can we show Gods heart of love to
all around us? How can we make a difference? Here
are a few things on my heart moving forward in 2025,
that I'm learning and maybe you can learn too.

Don't Compare - Comparison kills authenticity. Why
do we compare ourselves with others and always come
up short. Reading through Joshua last year, | laughed,
as | identified with Joshua in chapter 1 when he took
over from Moses as leader. God had to reassure him
three times. "Be strong and courageous, I'm with you".

| have the honour of walking in the footsteps of
amazing people, Catherine Gurney, Don Axcell, Lee
Russell and Brian McCarthy, to name a few. For
months before | took on this role, | kept seeing Joshua
1v9 everywhere, now | know why. You and | are unique
and one of a kind. God is with us. Be strong and
courageous! Be YOU! Lord, Help me to be who you've
created me to be and to fulfill your will for my life.
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Are you ready for Change?- New seasons bring new
clothes, new outlooks. Its a new year. Would you wear
summer clothes in the winter? When God wants to do
something new, we go where He wants to take us.
Lead us Lord. May we always be ready to do your will.

CPA are still here to S.E.E.

Support, through prayer and intercession; being
watchmen on the towers of policing. What situation
can we not change by getting on our knees and
seeking Gods face together? (1Thess 5v17, 1Tim
2v1-3)

Encourage, through fellowship, meeting together face
to face or virtually. Building each other up, watching
out for those around us who are struggling or just
need a friend. Walking alongside them. I'm looking
forward to visiting as many CPA Branches as possible
this year, meeting our Members, Friends and
Community Partners. (Heb 10v24-25)

Empower, through Gods word. Psalm 119v105 says
Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.
Psalm 1 warns about being careful where we get
advice (counsel) from and tells us in v2 to delight in
Gods word its reward. (Joshua 1v8)

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
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We are delighted to report on another another
successful and encouraging CPA Leaders
Conference that took place in November 2024.

| think all the delegates will agree that it made such
a difference starting the Conference in prayer rather
than with a Trustees meeting! The CPA staff and
Trustees made sure that all Branch Leaders and
Deputies were prayed for in 15 minute slots, before
Conference officially opened. The subsequent sense
of peace and fellowship as Conference progressed
was evident throughout.

We were blessed to have National Police Chaplain
Matt Hopley with us, sharing about Relationship, Trust
and Opportunity. Plus he explained how "Praise
precedes a breakthrough".
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Bijoy Pal, CEO of Ascension Trust joined us to
update us on their brilliant work, which includes Street
Pastors and other great initiatives. CPA has a long
relationship with Ascension Trust, going back to when
it was founded by Les Isaac.

Latest news from the Christian Police Association

Chief Superintendant Tim Rowlandson reported on
some of our international links and his trip to
Lausenne 2024. See his article on November 2024
On & Off Duty.

We had two excellent video sessions from the
Global Leadership Network (GLN). These included
Craig Groeschel giving us "permission to obsess",
explaining what we should be obsessed with as
Leaders - and what we shouldn't. | loved his quote
from Nehemiah 6.3, when Nehemiah's enemies tried
to lure him away from his work on the wall: "I'm doing
a great work; | can't come down!"

The other GLN session was the inspirational Joni
Eareckson Tada, vividly demonstrating the paradox
of "Leading from your weakness". Her lived
experience of significant disability and subsequent
ministry is profoundly impactive.

We were also thrilled to have our long standing
supporter Deborah Green OBE with us during
Conference. She shared how her organisation
Redeeming Our Communities has positively
impacted communities and policing across the
country for over twenty years, and gave some of her
own testimony of how she has had challenges along
the way. She emphasised the power of praying in
agreement with others.

On our final day, we watched a video message
from our retiring CPA president Pam Kelly, and were
thrilled to commission Deputy Chief Constable Neil
Jerome as our new CPA President. Thank you Pam
for your support and wisdom over the last few years,
and welcome Neil to the family!

Conference concluded with a Communion Service
led by Matt Hopley. This was another Conference
where we were well fed physically, mentally and
spiritually!

\ National Voice for Christians in Policing
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Testimonies from CPA Leaders Conference 2024

r £ = B == | Georgina from Wiltshire Police:

Thank you to all at CPA HQ for a truly amazing,
inspiring, thought provoking and emotional conference
- to everyone involved in putting on the conference,
great speakers and future connections made.

Rachel from Bedfordshire Police:

I so enjoyed the conference, | actually found myself
singing hymns this evening, where I've previously got

Sylvia from Thames Valley Police: home from work and found myself singing the Frank
Muir Cadbury song “everyone’s a fruit and nutcase!”

I got to attend my first ever leaders conference. If I'm Thank you everyone for making the last few days so
truthful, | was a bit nervous and a bit sceptical as to Inspiring.
what this would look like. Don’t get me wrong | wasn'’t
expecting everyone to be in sandals and socks but it Gary from Hertfordshire Police:
wasn’t far off that. How wrong could | have been!!
The first thing that struck me was the diverse range of An amazing conference - thank you to all who put it
age groups. | thought it would all be much senior together and it was wonderful how Jesus’ presence
individuals. As we settled in after lunch on the first day, was felt throughout. The worship was incredible and
| found myself being drawn to the music. | asked what I'm sure some real breakthroughs were made and we
was going on and someone told me that the worship feel refreshed and ready to continue God’s work
team were rehearsing and | asked if | could go in. | among our colleagues.
went and stood quietly at the back and | remember
Deborah walking in. | had never met her before but had Nathan from Essex Police:
seen her online. My first question was is it okay for us
to be expressive during worship? | then asked her Thank you all for a truely uplifting time. I am so
would it be okay if we praised and clapped hands? | grateful for everyone’s friendliness and
remember Deborah saying Sylvia if you need to shout encouragement at my first leaders conference. | have
dance, praise do whatever you need to do. It’s all okay. learned so much and discovered how to model Christ

as a leader.

As worship commenced in the first session |
immediately felt so at ease. Over the course of the Dave from Devon & Cornwall Police:
next two days | got to meet some incredible people. |
remember someone saying that rank doesn’t matter. | Another amazing conference. Uplifting, empowering,
couldn’t quite get my head round that. But as | got spirit affirming and Bloomin marvellous.

talking to people, rank really didn’t play apart in the
conversations | had. | was so encouraged by what
people had to say and how they remain authentic at
work and declare their faith. That was my biggest
takeaway from the conference.

| am so grateful to each and every person that took
time out to speak to me, because it encouraged me in
my personal journey around being open around my
faith at work. It was so encouraging to see colleagues
from across the country represented and grateful to
have met those from Ireland and Scotland. One house
many rooms. I'm really looking forward to connecting
with other Branch Leaders and understanding how to
tangibly and unapologetically make representation in
my force. | feel very empowered knowing that all of you
are behind me and will support me and help me when |
need it.
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And finally ...

For a lamp to shine it needs oil. For us to shine
we need to return to our source of oil - and that is
the Holy Spirit. Be connected to the vine!

In the busyness of life and work, make sure to do
as Jesus did, and get away from everything and
spend time with God on a daily basis. That's where
you get the top up that will see you through. Let
Jesus fill you up, ready to go out and face the world
again. Remember the parable of the wise and not so
wise virgins (Matthew 25:1-13). Don't run on empty.
Fill us up Lord!

Keep praying for the CPA to be a strong light in the
policing world. The numbers of colleagues joining
CPA continues to grow - in 2024 we saw the biggest
number of new members ever = 445! We can be a
guiding light in the workplace.
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Pray for CPA

You can do so here: https://
cpauk.net/events/
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Donate to CPA

You can do so here:
https://square.link/u/Mg8dwO1h

OUR MISSION is to OUR VISION is to see

= Be a National Voice for Christians in Policing. » The CPA as a national charity which actively leads on
Encourage and support Christians in the Police issues relevant to Christians in Policing.
Service. An active and growing branch of CPA in every Police
Communicate in words and action, the truth, Service in the UK and every Christian in the Police
message and hope of the gospel of Jesus Service to fulfil their potential in Jesus Christ.
Christ to colleagues and the community we Colleagues and those we serve to know Jesus Christ
serve. personally.
Build bridges between the Christian community Police and Churches working together in every
and the Police. community to reduce crime and improve quality of life.

President DCC Neil Jerome Chair of Council DC Mandy Godfree
Editorial Team Deborah Akinlawon (Executive Director) and Tony Gale (Executive Support Manager)
Administrator Lindsey

ON & OFF DUTY is a magazine produced by CPA since its foundation in 1883. Please forward any potential articles to office@CPAuk.net by
the 20th of each month. NB. All articles published will also be available for unrestricted viewing via the Internet. The views expressed in this
publication are not necessarily those of the CPA Council.
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