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Surely He took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered Him punished by God, 
stricken by Him, and afflicted Isaiah 53 v 4 NIV

Do this in Remembrance of Me � Deborah Akinlawon QPM

    

The bridge of a well-known song says "I'll never 
know how much it cost, to see my sin upon that 
cross".

   Easter is almost here and I've been drawn to Isaiah 
chapter 53, where Isaiah writes a revelation of what will 
happen to Jesus and the significance of that, years 
before it happens. The whole chapter is worth a 
read,especially when you read this side by side with 
John chapter 19.

   I once watched the film "The Passion of the Christ" at 
a cinema. At the point where they depicted Jesus being 
whipped, tears rolled down my cheeks and I nearly 
choked on my popcorn. 

   I haven't been able to watch it again, but sometimes I 
think maybe I should as a reminder of what Jesus went 
through for me. 

   It can be very easy, to go through the motions of 
celebrating Easter every year, eating the Easter eggs. 
(Yum), two Bank holidays (Yay!), but what's it really all 
about?

   Isaiah 53 v 3 says He was despised and rejected - 
the very people that had cried out "Hosanna! Blessed is 
he who comes in the name of the Lord" were the same 
people to shout "Crucify Him!".

He wanted to do Gods  

"Surely, He took up our pain and bore our suffering, 
yet we considered him punished by God, stricken by 
Him and afflicted. He was pierced for our 
transgressions, crushed for our iniquities, the 
punishment that brought us peace was upon Him and 
by His wounds we are healed"(v 4 -5)

   His body broken, His blood poured out, this was the 
greatest sacrifice of Gods love for us through His son 
Jesus Christ, who chose to go through the physical 
and emotional pain for us all. He paid the price, took 
the punishment - or in police parlance, did the time for 
the crime He didn't commit. We were the guilty ones!
   In Luke chapter 22, as Jesus shared the bread and 
the wine, He told His disciples to do this in 
remembrance of Him and we do that through Holy 
Communion during Mass or church services.
   Why is this important? Not as a ritual to be 
observed, but as an act that makes us reflect, so that 
we never lose sight of Jesus' broken body which 
makes us whole, His shed blood that brought us 
redemption; His death that brought us life and the 
Resurrection that brought us the promise of a future 
hope.
"It's the Power of the Cross, Son of God slain for 
us, What a love! What a cost! We stand forgiven at the 
Cross" (Stuart Townend)
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(vents over (aster:

  Why not take a trip to London on Sunday 6th April 
to join in this amazing, fun event or simply visit the 
runners’ fundraising pages on JustGiving.

   In supporting the runners, you are helping the Fund 
continue their mission of helping police children 
following a significant change in family life.

Please visit the links below to support the runners 
and the charity:

www.policechildrensfund.org

https://policechildrensfund.org/blog/

The Police Children's Fund
  The Police Children's Fund (previously the Gurney 

Fund) is one the charities that was set up by Catherine 
Gurney OBE, and is still going today. They will be 
represented in the London Landmarks Half Marathon 
2025 (LLHM) on 6th April to raise funds for the charity

   The LLHM is a closed-road route going through 
central London, celebrating the grand, quirky and 
hidden landmarks of the city and the event has raised 
millions for charity since 2018. It’s going to be a great 
day for everyone involved.

   They have five lovely, lively runners who are so 
generously donating their time and energy in training 
for the big day. Garry, Mel, Paul, Robyn and Sophie 
have been sharing their stories of why they want to 
support the Fund and the Police Children's Fund will be 
reciprocating that support on the day by cheering them 
along the route.
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My Testimony - Coralie Bailey Retired Inspector- Part 1
both made decisions to follow Jesus. I was still working 
with Chris, although the contract was coming to an 
end. I told Chris I was from a family of vicars and 
brought one of my great grandfathers books for him to 
read. This book was called “Paul and Albert”. Chris 
was leaving early that day, so he thanked me for the 
book and left. A short time later he came running back 
in with the book and said “This book is wrong! Burn it!”. 
The book was about two men who had died, one went 
to heaven and the other to hell. The one in heaven 
went down to hell and rescued his friend, bringing him 
on a journey back to heaven. This had been written by 
“Automatic writing” allegedly. Chris told me that no one 
could save anyone from hell and the only way to 
heaven was through belief in Jesus Christ.

   It was like someone had switched a light on. I knew   
instantly that what he said was true. I went home and 
told my mother the exact same thing. I wasn’t prepared 
for her reaction, she shouted saying he was a vicar, 
how dare I say he was wrong! I was disrespecting him 
and the whole family. She refused to speak to me for a 
week. At this time time I had wanted to find a church 
like Chris’s that was enjoyable and spoke in the 
sermons about Christianity in every day life. I found 
one in Chorley and came home one day to find that my 
mum had burned all my great grandfather’s books and 
wanted my vicar to come and pray with her. She then 
became a Christian too.

   I had also always wanted to be a Police Officer and 
had applied to many forces when I was 17, but was too 
young and too short. When Yvonne Fletcher was as 
killed in 1984 when I was 19, I felt led even more I 
wanted to join. Someone told me about the Special 
Constabulary and as there was no height restriction for 
them, I decided to join. To be Continued...

The photo below is of my Great Grandfather George 
Vale Owen who is sitting with Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, 
taken around 1920. 

My Great Grandfather George Vale Owen had been 
a church of England Vicar, the fist vicar in fact at St 
Margaret and All Hallows church in Orford, 
Warrington (he is mentioned on the church website 
and there is a street named after him Vale Owen 
Road). Unfortunately He developed an interest in 
Spiritualism and believed he had a “Spirit Guide” 
that caused him to write his books by “automatic 
writing”, a method of writing that some spiritualists 
believe is a spirit using a person as a host to write 
down what the supposed spirit dictates. At that 
time in the 1920’s “Christian Spiritualism” had 
taken hold in the UK. This movement was in direct 
contradiction of Christianity and as a result of his 
books and subsequent teaching, my great 
grandfather was ex-communicated by the church.

   His son, my grandfather, George Eustace Owen 
followed in his father’s footsteps into the clergy in the 
Church of England and also unfortunately in the 
practise of spiritualism. Although he kept it away from 
the pulpit, my mother spoke of seances in the vicarage 
when she was a child. He had 4 children including my 
mother and all followed his beliefs. My mother used to 
have a magazine delivered called “The Greater 
World”. This spiritualist publication is still in print today 
and unfortunately my great grandfather has his own 
website- unsure who manages this!!

   At the age of 19 after leaving college my mother told 
me I should read my great grandfather’s books. As he 
was a vicar, I thought this “Christian spiritualist” stuff 
must be ok, I was already interested in psychics and 
astrology. God was moving though as at exactly the 
same time. I had only read a few pages and at the 
same time I had started a temporary job and was 
working with a true Christian. This person “Chris” would 
talk about God and the Bible during work to a few of us 
on the team and I found that I was drawn to what he 
would speak about. He didn’t “Bible Bash” or speak 
“Fire and Brimstone” but spoke about faith in every day 
life, he was growing as a Christian and we saw his life 
changing. He did things wrong,just like everyone else, 
but apologised and tried to put things right. He was a 
real person, like the rest of us, not “Holier than thou”. I 
knew I wanted to be like that. One day I said “I’m a 
Christian” I thought I was, as I had been brought up in 
church. Chris challenged me on this and explained 
what a Christian was, someone who acknowledged 
they were wrong and had asked Jesus for forgiveness, 
deciding to follow Him as a disciple.

   Chris invited me and my then boyfriend to go and see 
Billy Graham at Anfield football ground. We went and
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285�0,66,21 is to
 %e a 1ational 9oice for Christians in Policing.
 (ncourage and support Christians in the Police

Service.
 Communicate in words and action, the truth,

message and hope of the gospel of -esus
Christ to colleagues and the community  we
serve.

 %uild bridges between the Christian community
and the Police.

285�9,6,21 is to see
 The CPA as a national charity which actively leads on

issues relevant to Christians in Policing.
 An active and growing branch of CPA in every Police

Service in the 8. and every Christian in the Police
Service to fulfil their potential in -esus Christ.

 Colleagues and those we serve to know -esus Christ
personally.

 Police and Churches working together in every
community to reduce crime and improve quality of life.

'onate to CPA  
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3ray for CPA
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$QG�¿QDlly�...
It's been a busy few weeks for the Office as the 
closing date for registering for National 
Conference has come and gone. Day visitors can 
still register!

   Ton\ Dnd , KDd tKe SULYLOeJe oI DttendLnJ tKe 
CKXUFKeV ToJetKeU Ln (nJODnd )oUXP UeSUeVentLnJ 
botK CP$ Dnd TUDnVIoUP :oUN 8. DOonJVLde oXU 
FoOOeDJXe IUoP CKULVtLDn $PbXODnFe $VVoFLDtLon� +Dd 
VoPe YeU\ LnteUeVtLnJ FonYeUVDtLonV ZLtK CKXUFK 
/eDdeUV Dnd OeDUned D Oot DboXt dLIIeUent 
denoPLnDtLonV FoPLnJ toJetKeU Ln unLt\�

   TKe CP$ $OSKD CoXUVe LV UXn b\ D FoXSOe oI 
XnVXnJ KeUoeV� 0LNe 4XLnneOO �ReJLonDO CooUdLnDtoU� 
Dnd Ton\ *DOe� TKe LnSXt Lnto SeoSOeV OLIe tKUoXJK 
tKLV FoXUVe LV LPeDVXUDbOe Dnd VoPetLPeV XnVeen� ,t 
ZDV tKeUeIoUe JUeDt KonoXU to Dttend tKe bDStLVP oI 
one oI tKe JUDdXDteV IUoP tKe CP$ $OSKD FoXUVe. 
ConJUDtXODtLonV (PV�
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