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Get wisdom, get understanding; do not forget my words or turn from them. Proverbs 4 v 5
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Get wisdom, Get Understanding - Dave Valente Trustee

Do not forsake wisdom, and she will preserve you;
love her, and she will guard you. Wisdom is
supreme; so acquire wisdom. And whatever you
may acquire, gain understanding. Prov 4 v6-7

I’'ve been reading Proverbs this year, intentionally
very slowly just a few verses a day. As | consider the
core themes, it strikes me the author does not say, ‘get
knowledge, get information, get intelligence!’

We live in an age in which those values are at the
heart of our social, educational and political institutions,
they drive technology, and much of our work places, to
the point that we are told ‘Artificial Intelligence’ will offer
a new dawn in opportunities.

As | reflect on this, and the words of Solomon, |
realise he is setting out a very different narrative that
has stood the test of time. Knowledge, information and
intelligence have huge limitations, because without
wisdom and understanding to interpret and discern and
apply in any given context, it leads to all sorts of
problems. Good intentions are not enough either:

“It is almost impossible to do good without wisdom. All
the good intentions in the world are likely to be
worthless without wisdom. Many horrors of the 20th
century were supported by people with good intentions
who lacked wisdom" - Dennis Prager
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Prager goes on elsewhere to claim, ‘Good intentions,
without wisdom, leads to evil.” He backs up his claim
with horrific examples from recent history. We can see
it in policing, it is not enough to have information,
intelligence or knowledge, rather wisdom and
understanding are crucial for us to determine fair,
appropriate responses, to uphold the law, and instil
trust and confidence. What lets policing down is often
either unwise actions, or failure to apply understanding
to situations.

As Christians who work in policing it is important for
us to realise what we can bring as an apprentice
(disciple) of Jesus Christ to our workspace. It's not
good intentions, or more intelligence, more knowledge,
more information, but wisdom and understanding - of
our world and the people in it.

Jesus calls us, as apprentices, to follow Him, learn
from Him, rely on Him, and represent Him. There is no
equal to Christ's wisdom. In our roles in the police, we
are His representation to those around us, and in the
day to day policing situations, encounters and demands
we find ourselves in. They are an opportunity to
demonstrate the wisdom and understanding that comes
from knowing the God who not only created us, but
knows us, redeemed us, and called us to live with
purpose. Therefore, whatever your roles, whatever
you’re doing, ‘get wisdom, get understanding.’
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https://paulrussellphotography.com

Many CPA Branches celebrated Easter this year

This is just a small selection of photos of the
many different Easter events and initiatives
that CPA Branches put on around the UK this
year.

'Eggsellent’ job everybody!
Clockwise from the top left: Leicestershire,

Nottinghamshire, Warwickshire, Scotland,
Merseyside and West Midlands.
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My Testimony - Coralie Bailey Retired Inspector - Part 2

Continued from last month...

| was a Special in Lancashire in Adlington. One day,
while at Chorley Police Station, | heard someone
playing a tune that we sang in church on a piano (they
must have had them in police stations in those days!) |
found where the sound was coming from and saw a
plain clothes officer playing the piano. | said “Are you a
Christian?” He looked a bit suspiciously at me and said
“Why?” | explained that | was and he told me about the
Christian Police Association. He also started to come
to my church with his wife and family. He had become
a Christian after surviving being shot on duty.

| left the Specials and got a full time job, but was
always interested in policing. | had become involved
with youth work at church and had two young children
who also believed. | worked for the DWP for a number
of years but hated working in an office. One day,|
bumped into a Police Officer | knew, and told him my
wish to be in the Police. He encouraged me to apply. |
was 36 at the time, the age limit used to be 28. He
explained that there was no upper age limit anymore,
and no height restriction. | was excited and applied.

| decided to go for Greater Manchester Police. | was
38 and unfit, so | had to work hard dieting, rigourously
training and mentally prepping for interviews. | got
through all the process and the interview, the final part
was the medical and fitness tests. The first time | did
the “bleep test” the pass level was 8.4 and | failed it.
Reaching a mere 6.2. It was ok though, as you could
have three attempts. | trained hard but failed a second
time. Now | was really worried, | knew that if | failed the
third one | was out. | prayed hard asking God if it was
His will, that | would get through. | arrived for the third
test and this time | performed even worse! | only got to
5.4! | was devastated, then | heard “Congratulations!
You've passed!”. “but | only got to 5.4” | said, “I know”
the trainer replied “It’'s been dropped to 5,4 today”. |
was shocked, | knew that at that instant a miracle had
happened, and the Police was where God wanted me!

| signed up to the CPA because | realised how
important it was to stand for God in the workplace, how
talking to my colleagues about God from a place of my
imperfection, was sometimes the best way to point
people to God, and how important it was to speak with
other Christians. If Chris hadn’t spoken to and prayed
with me, | and my mother would never have known
that we couldn’t be Christians and Spiritualists. My
Christian life, however wasn'’t plain sailing. At times |
was anything but a good example. | wasn’t active in
the CPA and had walked away from church having had
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some disappointing relationships there. One day |
walked into the Bridge Church at Bolton and all | could
say was “Help”. People prayed with me and God
forgave and helped me. | realised at this time that |
really needed to immerse myself in the Bible and daily
ask for forgiveness and study, remembering the verse
given to me at my baptism: Joshua 1:8 “This Book of
the Law must not depart from your mouth; meditate on
it day and night, so that you may be careful to do
everything written in it. For then you will prosper and
succeed in all you do.”

When | became a sergeant | started to feel 'imposter
syndrome'. We can feel like this as Christians too, but
if we do, are we really trusting in what God has clothed
us with? As a police officer we are issued PPE-
Personal Protective Equipment. We are given hats/
helmets, shoes, body armour, belts, pepper spray,
batons, cuffs and in public order, shields. I liken this to
the armour of God from Ephesians 6:14 "Stand firm
then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist,
with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and with
your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the
gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up the
shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the
flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of
salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word
of God." God has given us PPE!

It has been a privilege to have chaired the GMP
Branch of the CPA. The CPA has been the family for
me in policing. The National Team providing security,
encouragement, support and guidance and other
Branch Leaders providing fellowship, guidance and
inspiration. The CPA does such an important work for
God sustaining Christianity in Policing. May it grow and
continue!
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And finally ...

There is so much going on in CPA and we would
value your prayers for the following:

- Our National Conference 16th to 18th May 2025 in
Kent. For all who are travelling, the organisers and
those taking part.

- For Gods wisdom and Godly strategies going
forward on how to be faithful stewards of this ministry,
for all the Leaders and Trustees.

- Is God calling YOU to assist and support the CPA in
some way? Please pray for more helpers, the harvest
is plenty...

The 1st of May marks my first year in post and what a
year its been! I've met wonderful people and I'm
blessed to work with an amazing bunch who have a
passion for God and for people. I'm looking forward to
what else God has in store. DA.
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Pray for CPA [ m] Donate to CPA

You can do so here: https:// You can do so here:
cpauk.net/events/ https://square.link/u/Mg8dwO1h
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OUR MISSION is to OUR VISION is to see

= Be a National Voice for Christians in Policing. » The CPA as a national charity which actively leads on
Encourage and support Christians in the Police issues relevant to Christians in Policing.
Service. An active and growing branch of CPA in every Police
Christ to colleagues and the community we Colleagues and those we serve to know Jesus Christ
serve. personally.

Build bridges between the Christian community Police and Churches working together in every
and the Police. community to reduce crime and improve quality of life.

President Deputy Chief Constable Neil Jerome Chair of Council DC Mandy Godfree
Editorial Team Deborah Akinlawon QPM (Executive Director) and Tony Gale (Executive Support Manager)
Administrator Lindsey

ON & OFF DUTY is a magazine produced by CPA since its foundation in 1883. Please forward any potential articles to office@CPAuk.net by
the 20th of each month. NB. All articles published will also be available for unrestricted viewing via the Internet. The views expressed in this
publication are not necessarily those of the CPA Council.
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