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Let us consider how we may spur one another towards love and good deeds, not giving up meeting
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another.

CPA Natlonal Conference 2025 Coralleanoi Chrlstlﬁe H

Conference is a unique and essential experience
for the Christian Police Officer or Staff member. It’s
also a wonderful experience for those who have
retired or are Friends/Partners of the CPA.

Being a Police Officer/Staff member and a Christian
is unique, colleagues who don’t believe can’t fully
understand some of the dilemmas we face; whilst
Christians not in policing don’t share the challenges of
policing. For me the Christian Police Association is the
only way to have fellowship with others who share the
whole experience of the Christian in policing.
Conference is a time to share ideas and support each
other; and a time to be inspired by listening to other
Christians on the front line, in positions related to
policing. It's also a time to relax, be looked after, enjoy
good company, hear from God and worship Him
together. It is priceless.

Each year conference is entirely different, reflecting
the unique personality of the hosting force. This year
we were welcomed by Kent Constabulary who provided
us with a theme and selection of excellent speakers.

The theme for this year was from Isaiah 43 v2 "when
you go through the deep waters, | will be with you"

On Friday evening, we heard an amazing message
from from Judge Johns, a retired QC. He spoke about
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Hebrews 10 v 24-25 NIV
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our God being a God of justice and how God the Father
is our Judge, God the Son is our advocate and God the
Holy Spirit is our Counsellor. He also mentioned how
serving God in the Justice system matters, quoting
Micah 6 v8 "He has shown you O man, what is good.
and what does the Lord require of you, but to do justly,
to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God".

On Saturday we heard a very moving account of the
role of the Beachy Head Chaplaincy Team who patrol
the 4 mile stretch of the white cliffs of Kent, to rescue
and save those intent on ending their lives. We heard
how they cover most of the day and to late night in
shifts, working with the Coast Guard, local council,
mountain rescue, police and ambulance; and about the
grateful survivors who are still alive because of their
work. We heard about the suicide forums who name
them the “God botherers” and police the “black crows”.

The CPA Annual General Meeting (AGM) was held
afterwards, where we heard much of the good work
thats been happening across the country in CPA.

Deborah Akinlawon, Exec Director of CPA
encouraged us to lift each other up in prayer and
continue to pray for the police. We need to reach out to
our younger members and to look ahead through Jesus
Christ by his power not our own. We are to encourage
our churches to stand alongside the CPA.
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CPA National Conference 2025 (cont'd)

Jason Cooke, Methodist Minister and former Police
Officer spoke about the human nature being sinful and
flawed more than we realise, but that we are forgiven
and loved and accepted beyond our deepest hope.
However God says "Do not fear because | have
redeemed you" Isaiah 43:1 Police are good people, but
can often be broken, so pray earnestly for them.

"Do not fear for | am with you | am the Lord your God."
Isaiah 41:10

All those who work in policing would say that humour
is an important survival technique. So some light
humour after lunch was well received, as we were
entertained by a magician. His illustrations and illusions
were captivating, whilst intertwined with his testimony -
which included a miraculous recovery from the edge of
death as a youth, receiving a liver transplant.

After a short break a workshop was held, titled
“Putting the Neighbour back into Neighbourhood
Policing”. With a panel of 4 people ranging from retired
Police Officers who now work in the community and
Officers who are actively involved in Neighbourhood
Policing. The premise was with cuts to funding, how
can we as CPA and the church help bridge the gap in
policing. Many ideas from linking up with our churches
and local faith based organisations like Street Pastors,
ROC, and encouraging prayer walks, were discussed
by the panel and the audience, along with finding
initiatives that can be funded by local PCCs. The ideas
kept flowing. This discussion is to be continued.

There were a couple of hours for resting and
networking. Saturday evening began with a scrumptious
sit down meal, followed by an exposition of Psalm 23 by
ex professional footballer, now Baptist minister Gavin
Peacock. The three points of the Psalm being “I shall
not want“, “I will not fear” and “I will dwell’ - also that the
valley is not the destination, but we walk through it, led
by Him. The Shepherd carries a rod and staff, people
can be known by what they carry.
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On Sunday morning, we heard from a serving officer
who had at the beginning of this year been suicidal. A
local church in Kent had helped the officer and walked
by her side until she had become strong, and she is
now thriving in that church. We also heard from from
the church leader who had guided her through with
prayer and she gave us the new ABCs to live by in
Policing. Always Believe Christ is with you, around
you and within you.

Pastor Stephen Boone took Sunday service using
Colossians 1:15-23 with the theme - Jesus is big
enough to get us through the floods and flames of life.
We shared Holy Communion and had worship and
fellowship. Certificates were presented to Branch
Leaders who were leaving and our President, Neil
Jerome gave a summary of the highlights of the
weekend. It was so good to be joined by our President
and Deputy President, Ben Snuggs during the
weekend.

Throughout the weekend, a peaceful atmosphere
was created by the Kent Worship Band comprising
members of Kent CPA and singers from Met and
Thames Valley CPA, who led us beautifully into Gods
presence. Thank you Kent CPA Team for taking care
of us.

Coralie (former GMP Inspector and Branch Leader)
said "I thoroughly enjoyed the conference in Kent. The
points | picked up from the Word and fellowship, with
friends and colleagues will stay with me."

Christine (former Derbyshire Police Staff and Branch
Leader) said "I will continue to pray for the police and
would like to thank you that | have had the opportunity
of being the CPA lead for Derbyshire."

A National Voice for Christians !
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CPA National Conference 2025 - Jenn Marshall, Sussex

Never judge a book by its cover - a phrase we have gentle, respectful, and very funny. It made me think
all heard, used and done, whether that is in relation about how God is present in all our lives no matter what
to an actual book we have seen, or in relation to a our jobs or roles in life are and how enriching that is.

person we have met, or a situation we have found
ourselves in that feels ‘a bit off’.

Claire and | went to the National CPA Conference last
weekend with a member from Sussex. It was hosted by
Kent Police and that phrase came to mind a lot when |
thought back to our experience and the judgements |
made.

We heard from a wide variety of guest speakers who
all talked about their journey to faith and how it helped
them in their roles. This included a colleague from the
Beachy Head Chaplaincy team, who | assumed would
tell us about all the incredibly sad experiences of
people who chose to end their lives. Instead, she
focused on the positive interactions they had with
people in crisis, and we were amazed to hear that last
year 393 people were supported by the Chaplains and
of those only 3 people ended their life with a Chaplain
alongside them. She also read some testimonies from
people who had contacted them some time after they
met, and one or two had most of us in tears due to the
positive way their lives had gone since they last met.

We came away feeling happy, energised and
hopeful that my famous lack of a sense of direction
wouldn’t impact our journey home! | would like to point
out that the diesel spill and lane closures were nothing
to do with me!!

"Do not judge, or you too will be judged. For in the
same way as you judge others, you will be judged,
and within the measure you use, it will be measured to
you." Matthew 7 v1-3
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We heard from a Judge who was a former QC in the
Royal Courts of Justice. As opposed to hearing about
what the Police don’t do, his talk was in relation to the
challenges in policing and how our roles are aligned to
the justice God wants, that we play a part in.

The final speaker that stood out for me was the
magician. Although this kind of act is clever, they aren’t
really for me, and | did notice a few colleagues
disappear at this point (not part of the act | hasten to
add!). But once again not at all what | imagined. He used
his time to take us through his journey to faith when he
found himself dangerously ill in his early twenties and
how he met God during that time. He interspersed his
talk with some illusions that made us all laugh. He was
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And finally ...

Thank you to the organisers of our annual
National CPA Conference. It was so good to meet
Chistian colleagues from across the UK.

Still glowing in the aftermath of last weekend we

enter June and prepare for our International Day of International Day of
prayer for the Emergency Services on the 26th June. Prayer for the
The need for prayer has been brought to the surface E S 5
more recently, with the loss of our Firefighter mergency oervices
colleagues and a member of public in Oxfordshire,
. . L , Thursday
and our Police colleague who was seriously injured in
Thames Valley. 26 June 2025 s s i
. . We are praying for all T AR
There is something very powerful about people first responders
coming together in unity and agreement to pray, about across the UK and
issues. Matthew 18 v 19 - 20, tells us that if two agree RS AR Mo

on anything they ask for, it will be done by our Father
in Heaven. So lets come together on the 26th to cry
out to God for our nation and our colleagues.

DA.

Please join us in
prayer, at anytime,
wherever you are!ll
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Pray for CPA Donate to CPA

You can do so here: https:// You can do so here:
cpauk.net/events/ https://[square.link/u/Mg8dwO1h

OUR MISSION is to OUR VISION is to see

= Be a National Voice for Christians in Policing. » The CPA as a national charity which actively leads on
Encourage and support Christians in the Police issues relevant to Christians in Policing.
Service. An active and growing branch of CPA in every Police
Communicate in words and action, the truth, Service in the UK and every Christian in the Police
message and hope of the gospel of Jesus Service to fulfil their potential in Jesus Christ.
Christ to colleagues and the community we Colleagues and those we serve to know Jesus Christ
serve. personally.
Build bridges between the Christian community Police and Churches working together in every
and the Police. community to reduce crime and improve quality of life.

President Deputy Chief Constable Neil Jerome Chair of Council DC Mandy Godfree
Editorial Team Deborah Akinlawon QPM (Executive Director) and Tony Gale (Executive Support Manager)
Administrator Lindsey

ON & OFF DUTY is a magazine produced by CPA since its foundation in 1883. Please forward any potential articles to office@CPAuk.net by
the 20th of each month. NB. All articles published will also be available for unrestricted viewing via the Internet. The views expressed in this
publication are not necessarily those of the CPA Council.
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