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So | looked for someone among them who would build the land up the wall and stand in the gap on
behalf of the land... but | found no one. Ezekiel 22 v30 NIV

Who will stand in the Gap? - Deborah Akinlawon QPM

The importance of prayer has never been more
impressed on me than in his last month (June).
When | say prayer, | actually mean the word
intercession. There are different kinds of prayer,
however that is for another article.

The Oxford dictionary states intercession refers to
the act of speaking to someone in authority to
persuade them to be kind to another person, or to help
resolve a disagreement. It also encompasses the act of
saying a prayer for someone or something, or the
prayer itself.

In the Bible we find many people doing the act of
intercession, including Jesus praying for His disciples
and for those to come (John 17).

Moses asked God for mercy on the people of Israel
several times. Job prayed on behalf of his friends.

Each of these people were a bridge between God
and whoever they were praying for.

The ultimate bridge between us and God is Jesus
Christ. As scripture tells us there is only one God and
one Mediator between God and men (and women), the
Man Jesus Christ. He is constantly praying for us.

Remember how Jesus said to Peter, "Satan is
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looking to sift you as wheat but I have prayed for
you." That prayer, | believe was the difference
between Peter denying Jesus and eventually being
restored or Peter being so racked with guilt that he
never recovered.

We, as believers in Christ Jesus are called to be
people who pray for others around us. Who knows
what our prayers are doing when we stand in the gap
(intercede, advocate, be the bridge)

Where ever we are, God has a purpose for us being
there, maybe for one person or for many. Philip was
sent to the desert just so that one man, an Ethiopian
Eunuch could understand the scripture he was reading
and give his life to Jesus. Who knows maybe you have
been brought to the kingdom (insert wherever you
work) for such a time as this? (Esther).

Let's keep the fire of prayer and intercession going,
for the world, for the nation, for our policing
colleagues, for our families. At least 4 police
colleagues died during the month of June in the UK, if
it breaks my heart, it must break Gods heart.

Lord help us to keep the prayers going because it is
true that tremendous power is released through the
passionate, heartfelt prayer of a Godly believer!
James 5 v16. Keep Praying!
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The Gathering (CVM) - Keith Evans (CPA Trustee)

Members of the CPA made their annual trip to a
'Field near Swindon' for the 2025 CVM Gathering.
The weekend is an event that aims to introduce men
to Jesus whilst combining Gospel centred teaching,
Preaching and Worship led by Graham Kendrick; as
well as a ban on fruit, fun and activities including
Axe Throwing, Sword Fighting workshops, various
sporting competitions and most importantly the
ever-present Ice Cream Van!

The weekend is hosted by the CVM Team with
Nathan Blackerby and Simon Thomas from Sky Sports
leading the main event sessions; there were also inputs
and seminars led by various speakers including Paul
Gask who will be known to CPA members. The
weekend was a fantastic time of fellowship with us
working with other workplace ministry representatives to
encourage others to share their faith effectively within
their own workplace. | personally was able to speak with
a number of delegates who knew or were related to
officers and staff who are in need of support. | gave
away around twenty Inner Struggles and numerous New
Testaments. | was able to speak with a number of
groups who support ex-offenders who were interested in
CPA coming to speak to their members - as well as
receiving a possible invite to Guernsey again!
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The event continues to bring men to Christ with
around fifty making a first-time commitment to Jesus.
The Gathering mixes fun with the Gospel and is a must
for any man. The 2026 event is already being planned
and | would encourage the men of the CPA to get along
and join us in the field!
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Who shall | send? - Tony Thomas (CoL Chaplain)

And | heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom
shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then | said,
“Here | am! Send me!" Isaiah 6:8

This verse comes at the end of a short but important
sequence. Isaiah had a vision in which he saw God in
His throne-room being worshipped by angels. He
realised that he was unworthy to be in the presence of
God, and he saw and acknowledged God as the
Almighty King, who was worthy of the worship of
angels. He humbly accepted that he is an unworthy
sinner, but God cured him of his sinful mouth and told
him that his sin had been atoned for. As born again
Christians we have all gone through the same
sequence, recognising Jesus as God the Almighty
King, humbly recognising that we are unworthy
sinners, and God has cured our sinful hearts and told
us that our sin has been atoned for; and he tells us
that it has been atoned for at the cross of Jesus.

At the end of this sequence God doesn’t command,
instruct or even directly ask Isaiah to be an
ambassador for Him, He simply lets him know that He
wants an ambassador. Isaiah, in grateful recognition of
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what God has done for him, willingly volunteers, only
to be told that many people will reject the message
that he will be commissioned to give.

In Romans Paul makes a similar observation,
writing, For "everyone who calls on the name of the
Lord will be saved”. How then will they call on him in
whom they have not believed? And how are they to
believe in him of whom they have never heard? And
how are they to hear without someone preaching? And
how are they to preach unless they are sent? (Rom
10:13-15).

Are we prepared to respond “Here | am! Send me”,
even though we know that many whom we speak to
will reject us and the gospel message we are
commissioned to give?

Father God, thank you that you have opened my eyes
to the truth that by Jesus' suffering, my sins are atoned
for. | offer myself to share the good news of Jesus to
those around me, knowing that many will reject your
message and offer of salvation. But | also know that
you will use me to save some.
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God's plan is best - Simon Treeton (Cheshire)

Police, every day, deal with new things, there’s no
“same day”; even the certainties in a young officers
life, like your Sarge, Gov, Sir, Ma’am, change every
couple of years. And sometimes... sometimes you
have others addressing you as “Gov” and “Sarge”,
and find yourself in a whole new situation as
unfamiliar as going to a different country!

Sometimes just keeping track of all the changes, the
plans, the strategies, the transforming this and the New
World that - it's confusing, you can feel quite adrift
sometimes. Still, often it can just be that you just get the
job done...at least that’s what | tell people, to reassure
them. In truth, it reminded me, that we have very little
control over what happens to us.

Also, whilst we have free will, so does everyone else,
and so the decisions made that affect us can be out of
our control...

Jeremiah 29:11 - For | know the plans | have for you,
declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to
give you a future and a hope.

Now, that’s a promise of God's good intentions for
individuals. Sure, sometimes saying “it’s all God’s Plan”
can be frustrating. However, | find that understanding it
in its context (it may be frustrating sometimes, but a
message of hope amidst hardship, and a call to trust in
God's plan), is something we should strive for, even
when it's not immediately clear or easy.

Hope is not that all will be right, hope is knowing one
day it'll be better.

Proverbs 19:21-22 - Many are the plans in the mind
of a man, but it is the purpose of the Lord that will
stand. What is desired in a man is steadfast love, and a
poor man is better than a liar.

Proverbs in Chapter 19 highlights the contrast
between human plans — which change from one meeting
to the next, and divine purpose, emphasizing that God's
plan ultimately prevails.

At the same time, it reminds us that kindness and
honesty, are more valuable than wealth gained through
deceit.

| would encourage you to read the chapter, its all
about law, authority, the role we have and how we are
encouraged to treat those roles, those laws, and that
authority, with integrity and kindness.

It encourages aligning personal plans with God's will,
and prioritizing integrity and kindness, over materialgain
and dishonesty. Traits, we should all hope, are
embodied in the Police.

| will close with a prayer, by quoting Deuteronomy 31:6
as we pray:

Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of
them, for it is the Lord your God who goes with you. He
will not leave you or forsake you.

We are not alone, we will face our challenges together,
we will find strength in our faith. We do not know the
future, what will happen tomorrow or our next shift, how
people will respond to us or what we will respond to.

May we be reminded daily to be kind, honest and true.
May we serve our communities in the will of God. May
we show the Lord’s justice, peace, love in all that we do.
So go forth, Be Strong and Courageous, in Jesus’
Name. Amen.
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And finally ... Jonah Prayed Moses Prayed

A big thank you to everyone who joined us for AND Gﬁz;\vm HIM. J P dAND ﬂ;iﬁiﬁ:? HARIED
our International Day of Prayer for the €sus rraye
Emergency Services. The day is over but the N e .
prayer isn't. JOb Prayed e - David Prayed
AND THE LORD AND HE WAS
) ) ) RESTOREDS. HIS STRENGTHENED.
Everything that happens in the world, nationally PORTUNES. Paglm 13833
has a ripple effect that ultimately will affect Policing. Job-42:0
The troubles in the world will always affect RA l
Policing here in the UK. Every decision made in our PEEEEE};%XS& E\%)UJE OPP fg};gg
government also affects Policing in one way or A NEW VISION HEALED.
another. The work never stops. Aets 10-9-47 Acts 288
Neighbourhood Policing week was from the 23rd BE CAREFUL FOR NOTHING; BUT IN EVERY THING BY PRAYER
June and | would encourage our Communit AND SUPPLICATION
Partners/Churches to link ign with your friend){y WITH THANKSGIVING LET YOURGIgJI()lUESTS BE MADE KNOWN
neighbourhood PCSOs and officers to help them, P;::EEANS 4_'6
to help you. Daniel Prayed Hannah Prayed
Keep praying and supporting CPA and Policing AND HE WAS DELIVERED 'I' AND SHE HAD A SON
in general. Prayer changes things. God bless, Daniel §10 1Samal 120
DA.
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Pray for CPA Donate to CPA

You can do so here: https:// You can do so here:
cpauk.net/events/ https://[square.link/u/Mg8dwO1h

OUR MISSION is to OUR VISION is to see

= Be a National Voice for Christians in Policing. » The CPA as a national charity which actively leads on
Encourage and support Christians in the Police issues relevant to Christians in Policing.
Service. An active and growing branch of CPA in every Police
Communicate in words and action, the truth, Service in the UK and every Christian in the Police
message and hope of the gospel of Jesus Service to fulfil their potential in Jesus Christ.
Christ to colleagues and the community we Colleagues and those we serve to know Jesus Christ
serve. personally.
Build bridges between the Christian community Police and Churches working together in every
and the Police. community to reduce crime and improve quality of life.

President Deputy Chief Constable Neil Jerome Chair of Council DC Mandy Godfree
Editorial Team Deborah Akinlawon QPM (Executive Director) and Tony Gale (Executive Support Manager)
Administrator Lindsey

ON & OFF DUTY is a magazine produced by CPA since its foundation in 1883. Please forward any potential articles to office@CPAuk.net by
the 20th of each month. NB. All articles published will also be available for unrestricted viewing via the Internet. The views expressed in this
publication are not necessarily those of the CPA Council.
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