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“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters,
since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward.” Col 3 v23-24

Police Chaplains awarded
British Empire Medals - Matt Hopley

It has been a delight to see Police Chaplains from Chaplaincy isn’t ‘the religious for the religious’, but
across the UK policing family once again featured in Chaplains who are deeply rooted in their faith, pastorally
HM King Charles Ill honours. caring for all. The honours awarded absolutely affirm

the need for Police Chaplaincy and the benefits forces

Chaplains are motivated by their faith to serve X X X X
receive from dedicated people like Dudley and Alice.

the officers, staff, and other volunteers in their

forces, and each person honoured exemplifies the | join with the wider chaplaincy community in both
exceptional pastoral care policing receives. Recently thanking Dudley and Alice for the dedicated service, and
Police Chaplaincy UK launched the Gold Standards in celebrating these prestigious awards.

for Chaplaincy bringing commonality of language,
explanation of purpose and demonstration of the reach
that Chaplains have across both the forces and the
communities we serve.

Rev. Matthew Hopley

National Police Chaplain
National Police Chiefs’ Council
Their dedicated service demonstrates that Police CEO Police Chaplaincy UK
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Alice Potter, Police Chaplain BEM

1

One of my favourite verses is — “We are God’s
masterpiece, created by Him in Christ Jesus to do good
works; which He has created in advance for us to do”
Eph:2.10.

| trained at the Royal Academy of Music in London and
obtained my qualifications there and at the Royal College of
Music. My future was planned. An amazing life in the world of
Music, much of it in my Christian life and as a School Teacher.

One day | saw a heading in a local paper, “Have you any
spare time?”

“No” | heard myself say in my head, “But what do you want
me to do?” It was only recently that | realised for the first time
- | was actually saying that to The Lord.

As a result, | became a Custody Visitor in our first ever
Police Custody Suite in Surrey. | was invited to join the Police
Prayer Group a year or so later. | was being asked to take on
other work and eventually was invited to join Surrey Police
as a Volunteer to support the work of the Christian Police
Association. | have written a Prayer Letter weekly since then.

Then, about 16 years ago, there was a phone call at home,
“Please would you become a Police Chaplain?” Since day
one in Custody (32 years ago this September), | knew that
| so admired the Officers and Staff, so | naturally said “Yes
Please”.

| was never qualified to undertake this work, as | was in my
Music Career, but God qualifies us! (Eph 2.10)

My life has to fit in and around my commitments to the
Police. What a privilege is mine.

One example: Sarra who was found dead on her bed in
my village; which became International News. | was called
in by the Detectives in their first meeting. | walked with them
through to the sentencing 16 months later, and still greet them
every week.

| find it very difficult to receive this Honour. | see and
am aware of so much that you as Police Officers and Staff
undertake, | am in awe of you all. You are the ones that truly
deserve a huge recognition for what you do.

| give God The Glory for enabling me to be there for you —
who go above and beyond in everything you do.

Thank you all, very sincerely, Alice.
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Dudley Martin, Police Chaplain BEM

Dudley Martin, a long term active member of CPA and
former Vice Chair of Council, has been awarded a
British Empire Medal (BEM) for his professionalism
and leadership as volunteer Lead Chaplain to West
Yorkshire Police.

Dudley joined the force in 1980 working predominantly
in Response, Neighbourhood and then Roads Policing
roles. He became a born again Christian in 1997, largely
as a consequence of the challenging nature of the work
he was doing, and a need to make some sense of it. He
very soon became involved with his local Branch of CPA
taking on the Branch Leader role in September 2001,
even as world events were unravelling on 9-11.

He retired in 2010 after 30 years’ service as a
uniformed officer, and was appointed a volunteer Police
Chaplain to Halifax District. Then in 2016, was elected
Lead Chaplain by his colleagues. Dudley has provided
over 11,000 hours of his time to West Yorkshire Police,
demonstrating his passion and commitment in supporting
officers, staff and other volunteers. He went on to play
a significant part in developing a team of more than 26
volunteer Chaplains, who provide consistent independent
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support to those enduring the most challenging of
circumstances. Chaplains undertake welfare visits to
those suffering after bereavement; and offer support to
police employees facing financial challenges, relationship
breakdown, work related trauma and all manner of
situations that impact on their ability to function in role.
Dudley also serves on the Board of Trustees for Police
Chaplaincy UK (PCUK) and is a member of Huddersfield
Christian Fellowship, a large free church in his home
town.

Dudley continues to support CPA as Deputy Branch
Leader and also continues as Chaplain to Huddersfield
Town Football Club, having been appointed in January
2015. Dudley said: “l am obviously honoured to be
recognised in this way. Policing played a major part in my
coming to faith in Jesus Christ and my association with
CPA has been significant in my faith journey. My often
repeated mantra regarding the building of the chaplaincy
team in West Yorkshire is ‘Unless the Lord builds the
house, the workers labour in vain’ (Psalm 127:1).

Therefore all the glory goes to Him.”
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And finally...

As we celebrate Dudley, Alice and
others who have been honoured,
I’'m reminded of the scripture

that says “Whatever you do, do

it heartily as to the Lord not to
men, knowing that from the Lord
you will receive the reward of the
inheritance, for you serve the Lord
Christ” Col 3 v 23 — 24. Bringing
our faith into the workplace and
having our faith as our motivation, Songs of Praise
blesses people and glorifies God. .
Two Officers from CPA featured

in Songs of Praise on the 18th Their words and prayer on the programme summed up beautifully how we can
January 2026. Its focus was on keep boldly living for God.

“Faith in the workplace”. Watch here: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m002q7nc
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Donate to CPA C O

You can do so here:
https://cpauk.net/donate

Pray for CPA

You can do so here:
https://cpauk.net/events/

OUR MISSION is to OUR VISION is to see

= Be a National Voice for Christians in Policing. = The CPA as a national charity which actively leads on
= Encourage and support Christians in the Police issues relevant to Christians in Policing.
Service. An active and growing branch of CPA in every Police
Communicate in words and action, the truth, Service in the UK and every Christian in the Police
Christ to colleagues and the community we Colleagues and those we serve to know Jesus Christ
serve. personally.
Build bridges between the Christian community Police and Churches working together in every
and the Police. community to reduce crime and improve quality of life.
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