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“this Jesus, following the deliberate and well-thought-out plan of God, was betrayed by men who took
the law into their own hands, and was handed over to you. And you pinned him to a cross and killed him.
But God untied the death ropes and raised him up.” Acts 2: 23-24

An Easter Message — from On & Off Duty April 2017

For Christians, Easter is central to their faith. In many
respects it is a time of stark contrasts — of cruelty
and forgiveness; of sorrow and joy; of death and life,
and of despair. It is also a story of victory.

As Christians across the world rejoice on Easter
Sunday in a celebration of the day Jesus Christ rose
from the dead, they also contemplate the enormity and
significance of the perhaps oddly named ‘Good Friday’.
That day, Jesus, who had been betrayed and accused,
was whipped, abused and executed.

Regardless of the origin, the name Good Friday is
entirely appropriate because the suffering and death
of Jesus, as terrible as it was, marked the dramatic
culmination of God’s plan to save his people, and to give
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new life as so gloriously celebrated on Easter Sunday,
when Jesus Himself arose from the grave.

This Easter, we are again reminded how Jesus obeyed
his Father and allowed himself to be beaten, tormented
and humiliated. His hands and feet were nailed to a
crude wooden cross before his body convulsed in pain
as that cross was lifted up. And there Jesus suffered,
enduring the cruelty of execution. Jesus, as GOD, could
have stopped it all. However, He knew, without flinching
or compromise, that through this sacrifice his work of
redemption would be accomplished. Jesus, our Saviour,
who endured so much in order that everyone can find full
and complete forgiveness through Him and one day be
with Him forever.
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What Easter means to me?
- Juanma Rodriguez (President of ICPF)

What Easter means to me? That is easy “It’s the
reason I’'m saved” - however, it is much more.

When we talk about our faith with other people, we
usually receive rejection, it is not popular to talk about
Jesus. Perhaps they are willing to talk about faith in other
religions or philosophies, however, there is something that
our beloved Lord did, that no one else did. A colleague
called David told me that, talking to his co-workers, one
came to ask him about Jesus. After talking about God’s
love for a few minutes, another colleague said that:

“he preferred other gods like Thor, Superman, Thanos,
because they are super strong and have powers”. David
answered, “The difference between the other gods and
Jesus is that He alone gave His life for us, but He not only
gave it up, He was also RISEN’.

In order to speak of Easter, it is necessary to speak of
Jesus, without Him there is no Easter. Time magazine,
in it's 2025 special edition article ‘Jesus: Who He Was,
Who He Is,’ highlights Jesus as “a historical figure whose
revolutionary impact transformed civilization, morality,
and compassion. Describing him not only as a bygone
character, but as a living Savior whose message is still
relevant today, the most influential person who has ever
lived”.

But not only TIME, the historians Tacitus and Suetonius
speak of Jesus, even the historian Flavius Josephus says
in Antiquities 18:63: “At that time there was a wise man
named Jesus, and his conduct was good, and he was
known to be virtuous. Many people among the Jews and
the other nations became his disciples. Pilate condemned
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Who He Is.
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him to die by crucifixion. But those who had become his
disciples did not abandon his teaching. They reported that
he appeared to them three days after he was crucified
and that he was alive. According to this, he may have
been the Messiah, of whom the prophets had reported
wonders. And the tribe of Christians, named after him,
has not disappeared to this day.” (1972 Schlomo Pines of
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, works of the tenth-
century historian Agapius, Josephus’ manuscripts).

In the ALPHA evangelism course we’re doing at my
church, we studied a chapter that asks, “Who is Jesus?”
In addition to being human, having needs such as eating,
sweating, being cold, and suffering, He told us that, He
is the bread of life, the only one who can quench our
spiritual thirst, as He said to the Samaritan woman at the
well of Sychar, the only one who could say: “Your sins are
forgiven”, because He is God.

Christian teachings have been the basis of our
civilization, even of our legal system. Between 300 and
350 prophecies were fulfilled in Jesus, including 29 in
a single day, and after his resurrection, he was seen by
more than 500 people.

Is there anyone more impressive than Jesus? | don’t
think so, his resurrection marked a before and after in
God’s relationship with us, Mark 9:23: Jesus said to
him, “If you can believe, everything is possible to him
who believes.”

International Christian Police Fellowship:
https://www.internationalcpf.org/
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A Lot Can Happen in 7 Days

Easter is a platform for power
— Decca Riondino (Cambridgeshire CPA)

My name is Melchizedek (Decca for short!) and | believe that
Jesus lived, died, and rose again. This is an astonishing
truth that Jesus not only died for us but rose again so that
we might live. The words in Romans 10:9-10. that those
who know their God, believe in their heart, and confess with
their mouth that God raised Jesus from the dead will be
saved, have been a prayer and an anchor I’'ve carried with
me my whole life.

Just this week, | was helping at my local Scouts group during
a night hike. We all needed torches, so | packed a few spares
for those who forgot theirs. Sure enough, all three of my spare
torches were quickly handed out, and | kept one for myself. |
was thanked for being prepared but when the darkness fell and
| went to switch mine on, nothing happened. I'd forgotten to sort
out the batteries!

| stood there laughing. | had all the pieces: the torch, the right
moment, the enthusiasm... but without power inside, it was no
use to me at all. Over the years, I've met many kind, moral, well
intentioned Christians who live out the niceties of a good life yet
sometimes miss the deeper reality of what Christ accomplished.
My empty torch reminded me how easy it is to have all the
outward parts of faith yet miss the power at its centre; the
resurrection life Jesus offers.

Easter recentres me. It reminds me that Jesus didn’t come
simply to inspire goodness; He came to save, to redeem, and
to invite us into a transformed, resurrected life with Him. That
truth humbles me. It grounds me again in the greatness of His
salvation and lifts my eyes toward His Missio Dei, God’s ongoing
mission in the world.

And so, Easter projects me out, renewed in purpose,
determined to live out His calling in every part of my life,
including the unique places He has placed me to serve and
support within the community, my home and my workplace-
Cambridgeshire Constabulary. | pray, that you join me in the
Missio Dei and dig deeper into what Easter really means for you
and let His Spirit project you forwards in His story and calling.
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What Easter means to me? — Ugochi Isiodu (Met CPA)

Easter summarises the true meaning
of my life. It’s about celebrating the
peace that | have with God which has
happened through Jesus’ death for me
on the cross.

The bible says that we are all naturally
children of wrath and so enemies of God.
Ephesians 2v4-5 says, “But God, being
rich in mercy, because of the great love
with which he loved us, even when we
were dead in our trespasses, made us
alive together with Christ—by grace you
have been saved”. Because of God’s great
love that he has shown to me through
his Son Jesus Christ, | can have real joy
despite the trials of life, and the hope of
eternal life with God (2 Corinthians 4v14).
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OUR MISSION is to OUR VISION is to see

= Be a National Voice for Christians in Policing. » The CPA as a national charity which actively leads on
» Encourage and support Christians in the Police issues relevant to Christians in Policing.
Service. An active and growing branch of CPA in every Police

Communicate in words and action’ the truth, Service in the UK and every Christian in the Police

Christ to colleagues and the community we Colleagues and those we serve to know Jesus Christ
serve. personally.

Build bridges between the Christian community Police and Churches working together in every

and the Police. community to reduce crime and improve quality of life.
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