
How are you? Is a question asked many times and 
I never know what response I’m going to get. I find 
its always good to ask twice, the first answer is 
sometimes like an involuntary response “FINE!”, 
the second time you ask, you might get a different 
response and a proper conversation.

Whenever God asks questions in the Bible, I always 
wonder why. I mean, He’s God, He knows already. 
Classic example Adam in Genesis, after he’s sinned 
against God, he hides in the Garden of Eden. God says 
“Adam where are you?” God knows where Adam is, so 
why does He ask? It’s like a really bad game of hide and 
seek. Hiding in plain sight!

While speaking at the WMP Easter event at Tally Ho 
on the 21st April. I posed this very question while talking 

about the meaning of Easter to me. Why does God 
ask questions to people in the Bible, that he knows the 
answer to? 

This happens in one of my favourite stories in the 
Bible which everyone knows as the Road to Emmaus 
(Luke 24). The story goes, two disciples were walking 
to Emmaus, discussing the events of the last few days, 
Jesus of Nazareth being Crucified and how that morning 
the tomb had been found empty. Then Jesus came along 
side them and asked them what are you discussing? 
The Bible notes that their faces were downcast. Their 
response is, “Where’ve you been? Don’t you know what’s 
been going on?”, then they offloaded everything to Jesus.

Continued on page 4

It’s a relationship! Let’s talk!
– Deborah Akinlawon QPM

“Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know.”
Jeremiah 33:3 (NIV)
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Holiday Bible Week in beautiful Portrush, Co Antrim 
The Northern Ireland Branch of the CPA held their 

Annual Holiday Bible Week on the beautiful north 
Antrim coast from 28th July - 1st August.  Morning 
studies were led by serving officers and staff 
covering diverse but relevant topics such as the 
Virtues of a Godly Person, Public Service, Dealing 
with Death, Identity, and Compassion in Policing. 
All from a Christian perspective but with a policing 
focus. 

Partner charities such as IJM, Christian Institute, 
Christians Against Poverty, Alpha and ROC had a 
presence in the church foyer and gave feedback on 
their work and ministry throughout the week. The very 
popular Q&A session returned this year, immediately 
after the main speaker session. This relaxed session in 
the Rock Cafe allowed people to chat further and ask 
probing questions whilst enjoying a packed lunch with 
friends. 

Afternoons were taken up with a varity of activities 
including a walk along the stunning Giants Causeway
Coastal path, volleyball on the beach, games in 
Coleraine and a family fun day where we were joined 
by colleagues from TSG, Dog Section, ARV and 
Search & Rescue who showed off their specialist kit 
and skills. A new highlight for this year was the arrival 
of outdoor game '9 Square in the Air' which proved a hit 
with all who played. 

Evening sessions were a combination of Gospel 
teaching from Rev Paul Hanna and colleagues who 
shared their sincere and honest jouneys in faith with 
Christ. Worship was led by our very own Michael 
Walters, a familiar face to many of you who attend 
National or Leaders Conference.

We'd love to see you next year! Drop us an email:
cpanibranch@gmail.com

Some of the CPA NI team with guests at Bible Week Serving officers joined in the games

Kids activities led by Colin from Hope for Youth Beach Volleyball at East Strand, Portrush

It is with great sadness that we bear the news that 
Harry Spain passed away at the end of March this 
year.

In the days when the role of CPA Executive Director 
was known as CPA General Secretary, Harry was 
elected as Assistant General Secretary in 1987, working 
alongside George Roberts who was General Secretary. 
Then, in 1989, following George’s retirement on health 
grounds, Harry was elected General Secretary. Harry 
said: “My wife, Jo, and I are deeply grateful for the trust
the Council have put in us. It will be no easy task to follow 
on from George and Anna. We are conscious of the great 
heritage of CPA that we have and value your prayers, 
support and encouragement in the days ahead. I was 
converted through a Billy Graham Relay from Glasgow 
to London in 1955. For seven years I was involved with 
a Mission Hall working through Boys’ Brigade, Life Boys, 
Sunday School teacher and young people’s fellowship. It 
was at this time I met George and Anna, who came to be 
Superintendent of the Mission. I went to Bible College in 
Edinburgh with the Faith Mission, spending a number of 
years in village missions and young people’s work. After 
marriage to Jo we spent the remainder of our time as 
District Superintendents in that work. Seven years in East 
Anglia, five years in the east of Scotland and five years 
in the south of Scotland. At the end of 25 and 19 years 
respectively Jo and I responded to an invitation to come 
to CPA to assist the General Secretary, in August 1987.”

Harry went on to set out his ‘Goals for the Nineties’, 
and continued to lead CPA through a period which 
included significant policing events such as the 
Hillsborough disaster, the Sheehy report, the introduction 
of the DNA database, the Stephen 
Lawrence murder, the Crime 
and Disorder Act, and the Good 
Friday Agreement; and into the 
new millennium with the horror 
of 9/11. In this period, CPA saw 
the development of a website, 
the appointment of Don Axcell 
as Assistant Director, and many 
other initiatives. Harry and Jo 
lived at ‘John Williamson House’ 
(CPA Headquarters) in Uppingham 
Road Leicester, and hosted many 
a CPA event at the premises, until 
Harry announced his retirement on 
health grounds in 2004. A farewell 
event was held for him at a church 
in Wigston the following year.

Since that time, Harry continued 

to be involved in the Leicestershire Branch of CPA, 
speaking at many of their events for a number of years.

Harry leaves behind his dear wife Jo, who supported 
him so much in the work of CPA, and their two children, 
Joanne and Tom.

Harry’s funeral and celebration of his life took place in 
glorious sunshine on Friday 24th April in Leicestershire. 
Various CPA Leaders past and present were there, 
including former CPA Executive Director Don Axcell and 
his wife Eleanor (who were missing from this photo 
taken at the event!):

Harry Spain – In Memoriam
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Exchanging Weapons for His Word - Michael Smith MBE

   The CPA Executive Board agreed to give me their 
full support in what ever way it could, the rest as they
say “is History”. The CPA shared information to all its
Branches nationally, which opened many doors for me
to speak about Word 4 Weapons, not only in the
Metropolitan Police Service area, but on a National
level. As a result, some police areas employed and 
funded weapons bins installations in their Counties, 
with the consent of their Operational Command Units 
and the CPA logo has appeared on all our bins.

The continuous prayers and support from the CPA
and its members, have aided W4W since the start and 
is still operating today with in excess of 80 weapons 
bins located in London and other Counties, but 80 is 
not enough to cover the entire country and create the
required reduction in weapons related incidents 
nationally. All I can say in closing is this; “I thank God 
for the CPA”.

   Word for Weapons is currently looking for somebody 
to take on an active role in the leadership and running
of the Charity. If you have a passion for God's work
and seeing transformation in communities through the 
removal of knives and weapons they would love to 
hear from you!

Contact office@cpauk.net for more information or to 
be put in touch with Word for Weapons.

In 2007 I was working in the Safety Camera Unit 
based at Catford Traffic Garage, just after my 
mother passed away. I had no idea at that moment 
of how the Lord was about to lead me in a 
completely new direction. 

I happened to have a small TV in my office and it was 
showing the News. Once again there was another 
report of a young person being fatally wounded in a 
knife attack. As I watched this very sad report, my heart 
sank. I began to pray for his family, I also asked the 
Lord to tell me and show me what I can do to help 
reduce the level of knife and gun crime in the UK, after 
all, I was a serving Police Officer.

   The Lord replied with an answer that I didn’t expect, 
He said; “Ask the young people to surrender their 
weapons for my Word." I paused for a while, thought 
about what I heard and responded with the words; 
“You’re trying to get me sacked!” I then went to say; “If 
you want me out of the job, just tell me!” Needless to 
say, I didn’t get a response to my outburst!

   I spent some time over the next few days and weeks, 
thinking about how I might go about creating a weapons 
exchange programme that wouldn’t land me in conflict 
with my senior bosses or even the Commissioner. I 
contacted the local CPA rep and they put me in touch 
with Mark Watts. After sharing with him my 
conversation with the Lord, he invited me to an 
Executive Meeting of the CPA, which I duly attended.

An example of a W4W knife bin bearing a CPA logo Mike receiving his MBE from Queen Elizabeth in 2016

That was how I felt in the taxi ride home from West 
Midlands Police Training Headquarters at the end of 
the first ever WMP Official Easter Celebration. We had 
approached the event (postponed till after Easter) with 
both excitement and apprehension, not sure how it 
would go. Our hearts longed for an evening where the 
Easter story of resurrection hope would be central, 
covered in winsomeness and warmth, as from the stage 
we shared our faith and personal stories of grace.

God answered our prayers in a wonderful way. The 
event was attended by our Police and Crime Commissioner 
and Acting Chief Constable, who despite busy schedules, 
warmly opened the event for us and remained chatting and 
connecting with guests long into the evening. A Christian 
Police Chaplain gave a tender, loving and faithful message 
about how ‘not everything is as it seems’. The death of 
Jesus on the cross, which seemed to his followers as a gut 
wrenching, heart aching loss of all hope, was achieving for 
us eternal life and forgiveness that was declared forever 
complete when he rose victoriously from the grave.

The message was followed by personal testimonies 
by several of our Police Officers (as well as CPA Director 
Deborah  Akinlawon), who all spoke openly and humbly 

about God’s grace to them in their lives and police careers, 
with some of the examples they gave of God’s upholding 
and providing, in heart breaking situations, bringing tears 
and quiet nods of wonder to more than one in the room. 
Deborah’s beautiful singing of ‘This is my story, this is my 
song’ toward the end of the event was a very touching and 
special moment.

West Midlands Police showered us with generosity, not 
only providing us with the event venue and all the staff 
and security to go with it, but laid on hot food and drinks 
afterwards for us all to enjoy. New connections were made 
by our Force SLT with local Church Leaders; faces were 
put to names of many of our network, that are normally 
spread out across the force, as we were able to join together 
to celebrate the Lord and riches of his grace that he has 
lavished on us in Jesus.

As a local Branch of CPA, we wish to express just how 
thankful we are to Deborah for sacrificially and wonderfully 
walking alongside us, encouraging and blessing us. Please 
pray for us, as we continue to pray for you and the CPA 
family as a whole. May we continue to forever be humbled 
by grace.

Humbled by Grace – Jon Phillips (West Mids CPA)
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 is to
 �e a �ational �oice for Christians in Policing.
 �ncourage and support Christians in the Police

Service.
 Communicate in words and action, the truth,

message and hope of the gospel of �esus
Christ to colleagues and the community  we
serve.

 �uild bridges between the Christian community
and the Police.

is to see
 The CPA as a national charity which actively leads on

issues relevant to Christians in Policing.
 An active and growing branch of CPA in every Police

Service in the �� and every Christian in the Police
Service to fulfil their potential in �esus Christ.

 Colleagues and those we serve to know �esus Christ
personally.

 Police and Churches working together in every
community to reduce crime and improve quality of life.

Donate to CPA
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   �he Christian Police Association �� is run by a team 
of passionate and hard working staff and volunteers. 
�he stories you have read in this and previous issues of 
�n � �ff �uty are only possible because of the faithful 
prayers and generous giving of those who wish to see 
the �ingdom of �od advanced within the Police 
�ervice. �oth are deeply welcomed and appreciated. 

   �elow you will find �� Codes which will take you to 
the relevant sections of our website for both prayer and 
financial giving. Please support us in your prayers and 
if possible, consider a small regular donation to CPA. 
Even the price of a coffee every month will help us 
become financially resilient and allow us to plan for the 
future to as we aim to achieve the �I��I�� and 
�I�I�� of the charity (see below). 

�y �ave �alente, on behalf of CPA �� �rustees

�ow can I be more involved with the CPA�
   T�e go�ernance of C�� is o�erseen �� a �od� of 
Trustees, made up of current and former �olice 
colleagues ��fficers and Staff�, from a range of 
ran��grades and roles from different �orces across 
t�e ��. T�e� �olunteer t�eir time, e�perience and 
commitment to ensure t�at C�� operates in a �a� 
t�at is rele�ant to �fficers and �taff in t�e �olice 
�er�ice toda�, as �ell as in line �it� C�arit� 
Commission regulations.

    We are looking to identify members with a passion 
and calling to CPA, with the right skills and experience 
to support the work, in particular those who from either 
��, �inance or �undraising backgrounds. We would 
ask you to prayerfully consider if you are being called 
to become more involved in supporting CPA. If you 
would like to know more about what is involved, speak 
to one of our �rustees or contact office�cpau�.net 

From page one

God asked Cain, “Why are you angry?”, Jesus asked 
the man at the pool “Do you want to be made well?” The 
list goes on.

In my humble opinion, it’s an invitation to talk to Him. 
Tell Him, what’s going on in your life, in your day. Our 
faith journey is a relationship. Easter, what Jesus did on 
the cross and his victory over the grave, was all about 
breaking down the barriers so that our relationship is 
directly with Him. Why am I talking about Easter now? 
- because Easter doesn’t end on the Bank Holiday 
Monday. The events that we commemorate in that 
season, carry on in our hearts and our lives every day.

The death Jesus died, the victory when He rose from 
the grave and life we gained through that loving sacrifice, 
gives us not only a reason for living, but a firm foundation 
as we live day to day.

The Easter story brought about a shift in the way we 
relate to God. So, we can talk to Him, we can tell Him 
how we feel after a horrible shift, or after a busy day or 
after a good day. That’s what happens in relationships, 
we talk. It’s two way! 

What then? God always responds, not always how we 
want but He does answer. Back to Luke 24. Jesus talked 
to the two disciples, explaining the things they didn’t 
understand from Scripture, leading them to exclaim in 
verse 32 “Were our hearts not burning within us while He 
talked with us on the road and opened the scriptures to 
us?”

So, let’s keep talking to God, He hears and He does 
respond, but lets also keep talking to each other, after 
all the Cross goes upwards as well as sideways. Keep 
Talking!
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