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“Call to me and | will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know.”
Jeremiah 33:3 (NIV)

It’s a relationship! Let’s talk!
— Deborah Akinlawon QPM

How are you? Is a question asked many times and
I never know what response I’'m going to get. | find
its always good to ask twice, the first answer is
sometimes like an involuntary response “FINE!”,
the second time you ask, you might get a different
response and a proper conversation.

Whenever God asks questions in the Bible, | always
wonder why. | mean, He’s God, He knows already.
Classic example Adam in Genesis, after he’s sinned
against God, he hides in the Garden of Eden. God says
“Adam where are you?” God knows where Adam is, so
why does He ask? It’s like a really bad game of hide and
seek. Hiding in plain sight!

While speaking at the WMP Easter event at Tally Ho
on the 21st April. | posed this very question while talking
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about the meaning of Easter to me. Why does God
ask questions to people in the Bible, that he knows the
answer to?

This happens in one of my favourite stories in the
Bible which everyone knows as the Road to Emmaus
(Luke 24). The story goes, two disciples were walking
to Emmaus, discussing the events of the last few days,
Jesus of Nazareth being Crucified and how that morning
the tomb had been found empty. Then Jesus came along
side them and asked them what are you discussing?
The Bible notes that their faces were downcast. Their
response is, “Where’ve you been? Don’t you know what'’s
been going on?”, then they offloaded everything to Jesus.

Continued on page 4
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Harry Spain — In Memoriam

It is with great sadness that we bear the news that
Harry Spain passed away at the end of March this
year.

In the days when the role of CPA Executive Director
was known as CPA General Secretary, Harry was
elected as Assistant General Secretary in 1987, working
alongside George Roberts who was General Secretary.
Then, in 1989, following George’s retirement on health
grounds, Harry was elected General Secretary. Harry
said: “My wife, Jo, and | are deeply grateful for the trust
the Council have put in us. It will be no easy task to follow
on from George and Anna. We are conscious of the great
heritage of CPA that we have and value your prayers,
support and encouragement in the days ahead. | was
converted through a Billy Graham Relay from Glasgow
to London in 1955. For seven years | was involved with
a Mission Hall working through Boys’ Brigade, Life Boys,
Sunday School teacher and young people’s fellowship. It
was at this time | met George and Anna, who came to be
Superintendent of the Mission. | went to Bible College in
Edinburgh with the Faith Mission, spending a number of
years in village missions and young people’s work. After
marriage to Jo we spent the remainder of our time as
District Superintendents in that work. Seven years in East
Anglia, five years in the east of Scotland and five years
in the south of Scotland. At the end of 25 and 19 years
respectively Jo and | responded to an invitation to come
to CPA to assist the General Secretary, in August 1987.”

Harry went on to set out his ‘Goals for the Nineties’,
and continued to lead CPA through a period which
included significant policing events such as the
Hillsborough disaster, the Sheehy report, the introduction
of the DNA database, the Stephen
Lawrence murder, the Crime
and Disorder Act, and the Good
Friday Agreement; and into the
new millennium with the horror
of 9/11. In this period, CPA saw
the development of a website,
the appointment of Don Axcell
as Assistant Director, and many
other initiatives. Harry and Jo
lived at ‘John Williamson House’
(CPA Headquarters) in Uppingham
Road Leicester, and hosted many
a CPA event at the premises, until
Harry announced his retirement on
health grounds in 2004. A farewell
event was held for him at a church
in Wigston the following year.

Since that time, Harry continued
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to be involved in the Leicestershire Branch of CPA,
speaking at many of their events for a number of years.

Harry leaves behind his dear wife Jo, who supported
him so much in the work of CPA, and their two children,
Joanne and Tom.

Harry’s funeral and celebration of his life took place in
glorious sunshine on Friday 24th April in Leicestershire.
Various CPA Leaders past and present were there,
including former CPA Executive Director Don Axcell and
his wife Eleanor (who were missing from this photo
taken at the event!):
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Humbled by Grace — Jon Phillips (West Mids CPA)

That was how | felt in the taxi ride home from West
Midlands Police Training Headquarters at the end of
the first ever WMP Official Easter Celebration. We had
approached the event (postponed till after Easter) with
both excitement and apprehension, not sure how it
would go. Our hearts longed for an evening where the
Easter story of resurrection hope would be central,
covered in winsomeness and warmth, as from the stage
we shared our faith and personal stories of grace.

God answered our prayers in a wonderful way. The
event was attended by our Police and Crime Commissioner
and Acting Chief Constable, who despite busy schedules,
warmly opened the event for us and remained chatting and
connecting with guests long into the evening. A Christian
Police Chaplain gave a tender, loving and faithful message
about how ‘not everything is as it secems’. The death of
Jesus on the cross, which seemed to his followers as a gut
wrenching, heart aching loss of all hope, was achieving for
us eternal life and forgiveness that was declared forever
complete when he rose victoriously from the grave.

The message was followed by personal testimonies
by several of our Police Officers (as well as CPA Director
Deborah Akinlawon), who all spoke openly and humbly
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about God’s grace to them in their lives and police careers,
with some of the examples they gave of God’s upholding
and providing, in heart breaking situations, bringing tears
and quiet nods of wonder to more than one in the room.
Deborah’s beautiful singing of ‘This is my story, this is my
song’ toward the end of the event was a very touching and
special moment.

West Midlands Police showered us with generosity, not
only providing us with the event venue and all the staff
and security to go with it, but laid on hot food and drinks
afterwards for us all to enjoy. New connections were made
by our Force SLT with local Church Leaders; faces were
put to names of many of our network, that are normally
spread out across the force, as we were able to join together
to celebrate the Lord and riches of his grace that he has
lavished on us in Jesus.

As a local Branch of CPA, we wish to express just how
thankful we are to Deborah for sacrificially and wonderfully
walking alongside us, encouraging and blessing us. Please
pray for us, as we continue to pray for you and the CPA
family as a whole. May we continue to forever be humbled
by grace.
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From page one

God asked Cain, “Why are you angry?”, Jesus asked
the man at the pool “Do you want to be made well?” The
list goes on.

In my humble opinion, it’s an invitation to talk to Him.
Tell Him, what’s going on in your life, in your day. Our
faith journey is a relationship. Easter, what Jesus did on
the cross and his victory over the grave, was all about
breaking down the barriers so that our relationship is
directly with Him. Why am | talking about Easter now?

- because Easter doesn’t end on the Bank Holiday
Monday. The events that we commemorate in that
season, carry on in our hearts and our lives every day.

The death Jesus died, the victory when He rose from
the grave and life we gained through that loving sacrifice,
gives us not only a reason for living, but a firm foundation
as we live day to day.

i - -

The Easter story brought about a shift in the way we
relate to God. So, we can talk to Him, we can tell Him
how we feel after a horrible shift, or after a busy day or
after a good day. That's what happens in relationships,
we talk. It's two way!

What then? God always responds, not always how we
want but He does answer. Back to Luke 24. Jesus talked
to the two disciples, explaining the things they didn’t
understand from Scripture, leading them to exclaim in
verse 32 “Were our hearts not burning within us while He
talked with us on the road and opened the scriptures to
us?”

So, let’s keep talking to God, He hears and He does
respond, but lets also keep talking to each other, after
all the Cross goes upwards as well as sideways. Keep
Talking!

Pray for CPA

You can do so here:
https://cpauk.net/events/

OUR MISSION is to

= Be a National Voice for Christians in Policing. "
= Encourage and support Christians in the Police
Service.
Communicate in words and action, the truth,
message and hope of the gospel of Jesus
Christ to colleagues and the community we
serve.

Build bridges between the Christian community
and the Police.

President Deputy Chief Constable Neil Jerome (Kent Police)

Donate to CPA N N
You can do so here: -
https://cpauk.net/donate
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OUR VISION is to see

The CPA as a national charity which actively leads on
issues relevant to Christians in Policing.

An active and growing branch of CPA in every Police
Service in the UK and every Christian in the Police
Service to fulfil their potential in Jesus Christ.

Colleagues and those we serve to know Jesus Christ
personally.

Police and Churches working together in every
community to reduce crime and improve quality of life.

Chair of Council Graham Norman

Editorial Team Deborah Akinlawon QPM (Executive Director) and Tony Gale (Executive Support Manager)

Administrator Lindsey
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